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PROGRAMS

This section of your newsletter will henceforth be-devoted to re-
cent or proposed programs sponsored by the H,A,S., ard also programs -
of other organizations of interest to our membership, If you know of

any such p»rograms please drop a line to one of your editors,

A demonstrated lecture on flint chipping was delivered by H, NMe-
whinney, your senior editor, as the program for our February meeting,
This lecture was scheduled for our January mesting, but Mr, Mevhinney
was unable to atiend because of minor illness, He pointed out to us
the problems of visably demonstrating the minute cnd complex art of
flint chipping without elcborate comeras and apparetus, but he then:
proceeded to make the best of the situction with the materials at
hand, 'Je were well plensed with the endocvor,

For our January program Dick Worthington substituted for lMr, Me-
whinney with an interesting lecture on the Hueco tarks, Nr, Worthing-
tont's talk was illustrated by some very fine color slides, After this
talk I imegine we will each of us visit the Hueco tenks if we are ever
in the El Paso ares, Iir, Neyland brought a guest, Lir, Alex Lemmon
who gave a talk on underwvater photogra»niyy in the Caribbean Sea, His
talk was also illustrated with color slides, In his talk iir. Lermon
pointed out the possibilities for underwvater archacology in the Cariba-
bean,

For our March meeting 1irs, H, W, Anderson will speek on "Some Ex-
cavation of Indian Xounds in Southern Illinois ", Everyone who has
rcad the report of the Harris County Girl Scout dig of 1¢57-.58, is a-
ware of Mrs, 4ndbrson's comnetence in the field,

For our April mecting Norvill Wilson will report on some of his
work im Mexico, DNorvill is one of our most active members who is cur-
rently working at the Bellville site, which was rcported in issue 1
of this newsletter, "An Austin County Burial Site?,

(continued on page 2)

The "Houston Archeologist® ig an occasional newsletter which will
be published as news on hand and the cordition of the treasury shall
determine, All our rcaders are urgad to support this newsietter by
contributing news aad revorts, If you have o flare for writting, we
will publish your reports in your owva words under your name,. If you
prefer that we reyport it, we wiil gladly do 805 but report your ectivi-
tv, Rememover If it isc®*t published it isn®t archasology. Address all
contrications to either H, Mewvhinney, The Hovston Post FA 3 3131 in
Houston or Robcrt Sungnson 719 So, Iowa St, GA 1 3360 in Lo Torte,
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BAYTOW.T PREAISTORIC 170UFDS
By 1. L. Atwood

I have reviewed letter received from Dr, Frank H, H, Roverts, Jr,,
Director, Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Fthnology, ‘Jash-
ington 25, D, C., dated Februery 4, 1960, 1In order to clerify the type
of Indian mounds found zlong the Galveston 3Bay crca, this letter is
oseing quoted in fulls

a7t is o little difficult to state precisely what charncteristics
are necessary to determine thot o mound was purposely constructed by
~boriginies, 1Iun the case of those structurcs containing refuse moteriol,
potsherds, etec,y, I do not think there would be nny question, It is not
uncommon to find a situation such as you describe where o noturzal for-
moation was used os the base for a subscequent mound, In the cose of
shell mounds porticulerly it probably is attributable to the fact that
the Indians camped on the natural eminence and in the course of their
occupation built up o mound as o result of the throwing (way of the
shells and other refuse from their fococd, together with the nntural accu-
mulation incident to an occupation creza, I om not fomilicr with exom-
nles where use opporently wos moke of the wind to help build mounds,
In the cose you describe it moy haove been intentioncl or it could well
nave been o purely accidentnl result of the location and prevailing
direction »f the wing,

2T om ¢nclosing o portizl list of meunis ond theilr corbon-14 dates,
There arce others which have been dated, dut we do not have the informa-
tion as to thelr ages at this time, The cldest mounds thus far dated
have been shell mounds, In view of the fect it would sevm that your .
date of 3300 years befure the present is not too vld, - .

"In view of the shell dewosits and midden refuse incumbent in the
mounds whick you have studicd, it secems to me that you would be justifi-
ed in classing the fcaturc as a mound,? e

After having spent considerable time and «ffor in establishing that
these sites were the result >f the work .f nrchistoric men, I have reach-
¢d the counclusion they should be classed as Indian mounds, but not the
type previously found in the westeru henisphere, Some of the mounds
show occupational strata, while others do not, Radio carbon test has
oeen obtained from wood that cams frum one of thess mcunds, and the
results show the mound wes constructed 400 years ago, Artifacts found
in the so0il from thisgs same site are of a nuch older period, therefore,
it would eppere that these objects were in the soil when this portion
of the mound was constructed, This is the only site I have ever heard
of where there is conclusive proof that Indians transplanted trees,
anparently for the purpose of having either a hedge row, or possibly a
windbrzsak, The idea of a hedge row may have been obtained from ship-
w#reékked sailors of the same period,

The evidence is quide clear that thesce mounds were constructed as
a result of silt, sand, ciay, and even midden refuse, being rcmoved from
nud flats and deposited on high ground, The »nurpose may have been to
increase production of Rangia clams, whieh wes apparently a staple food
for the Indians of the area for a long pgriocd of time, Perhaps the term
ABORIGINAL SPOCIL BAKWKS would be more appTropriate,
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LITTRATULE | o .-

Your junior editor spent the l1a3t week-end reading the last'elght
editions of the G.C.A.3, newsletter and energed f?om the task with a
sweet humility which naturally results from the diacovery that we
eren't alone in tine field and that many of our co-workers are extremel;
competent, If there are eny other such nativec members in our society
who haven't rcad ocny of thesc¢ newslcetters, we heartly recommend that
you teke the first opportunitiy availcble to do so, ‘

Meny good newsletters are being published around the state which
we need to read in order to consider ourselves cctive amoteur archeolo.
gists, This is the congaince of your editors specking, We haven't
read enough of them to discuss them as they should be discussed, So
cny help from members concerning the contents of these various news-
letters will be welcomne, :

#The lfustang" published by the Texas Memorial Museum frequently
has articles of interest to Archeologist due at least in part to the
fact that the director has his Ph, D, in Anthropology. Dr, VW, 7. Hew-
conb Jr, is autaor of the article "Indion Tribes of Texas" which appeas
ed in the last bulletin of T.,A.S. and a new book from the University
of Texas Press entitled The Indians of Texas from Prehistoric to MModerr
Times, The recent acquizition by 7,M.1I, of Dce Ann Suhm, the senior
autnor of the T,A.,S, handbook, hag resulted in at least one article in
the “lMustang® centitled “The Dam Rece,

"Texas Archcecology® 1s the newsletter of our state socicty “The
Texas Archeologiceal Societyit, t is granted 2long with membership and
the bullétin for ;5,00 per year, It is published under the editorship
of Dr, E, Mott Davis, Rescearch Scicntist of U,T. (Alex Krieger's old
job), The guality of this ncwslctier is high for obvious reasons, Dr,
Davig is a full time professional archeologist with the experience and
competency expecied only from vrofessionals, Dr., C. H, Webb "Mr, Caddo
the Shreveport pediatricinn being an excention, Dr, Davis (Harverd
graduate, classmate of J, P, Kennedy) writes with a mastery of the
Inglish language which is a delight to the eye and a pleasure to the

senses, The encouragement given to H,A,S, and other regional societies
by *"Texas Archeology" is commendable,

RECORITAISSAIICE AVD #XCAVATICN

The junioe editor has besn burning gasoline on weck-ends in an
effort to learn the nature of the archeology of the La Porte area,

Many sherds werc found at Peggy Lakc, and also one fine noint last week-
-end which will be displayed at the comming mecting, George Bickley

has &«lso revealed the locetion of two fine sites on Clear Lake one of
which has produced some sherds with patch holes which will also be on
display at the next meeting,

The Society dig isn't dead, it's just hibernating, It will be re-
vived with the arrival of Spring and better weather, 4nyone interested
in working any Sunday contact either your junior editor or Gordon Bailey
and we can almost guarantee enough manpower to put in a good day, And

probably transportation for anyone necding it,
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MISCELLANEQUS

A progress report on the "Pottery Symposium® seems in order, The
speakers were as followss
Dr, J, F. Epstein « #Problems Posed by the
Distribution of Stirrup Spouts in N, A,”
Dr, B. Mott Davis - “Pottery Sorting, and the Mecana
ing of Pottery Typcs®,
B, R, Ring - Discussion of #Galena Midden" ceramics,
Fdward B. Jelks - #Beremic Traditions of Southeast
Texas,
Dr, T, Y. Campbull - "Rockport Focus Pottery”,
The Problems of Origins
Raymond Walley -« “Pottery From Brazosport Area of
Brazoria County, Tcxas*,
R. B, Jorthingtdn - ?San Jacinto 'Tares, A Proposed
Pottery Type'.

Dr, Bpstein has not becen contacted as yet to determine whether or
not he wishes his talk pubdished,. Dr, E, Mott Davis has submitted his
paper for publication, E, R, Ring has declined to publish his talk,
BEdward B, Jelks haos his paper which was tronseribed from the tape and
is ot present in the process of preparing it for publication, Dr. T.N.
Campbell hos submitted his paper for publiction, Roymond Walley hes
agreed to publish his popcer and is now in the process of preparing it,
R, B, Worthington has clso agrecd to submit his but has not yet finished
it,

In summary, B, R. Ring has ded .ined to submit his paper, Commite
tments have been obtained from 2ll other sperkers except Dr. Epstein,
who has not yet been contacted, Zdward Jelks, Raymond Walley and R, B,
Jorthington are in the process of writing or rewriting their pcpers,

Dr, Davis and Dr., Caompbell have completed their work and submitted their
papers, -

Although the symposium was quite a while back progress has been
made, lMrs, Wm, P, Caskey has been a great help in transcribing tapes and
typing drafts, Gordon Bailey also transcribed tapes, Alan R, Duke has
loaned his copy of the symposium tape for this work, John J, Dieckman
handled the correspondence untill his recent departure for Californisa,
This project promises to be truly a society effort,
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Atwood, 7, L,

Bailey, Gordon T,
Bickley Geo, W.
Caldwell, Charles G,
Caskecy, ‘., P, '
Caskey, lirs m, P,
Dieckmon, John J,
Dieckmon, lirs, John J,
Duke, Alcn R,

Duke, Bruce R,

Duke, Gory A,

Dunn, Dooaon G,
Flening, Chnrles
Flening, lirs, Charles
Fiening, iiike

Frank, anne (Iirs., W. R.)
Gollcher, Dr, Art
Gallenkornp, Choarkes I,
Hormiery J. D,

Ho 1ier, K. Pe
Hortrioan, H, F,
Hartmon, lirs, H, ¥,
Hartnon, Danicl
Heartfield, Lorraine
Kalb, John

Larsen, Vol

Lenz, Louis .

Lewis, Donald R,
Lewis, Mrs D. R.
lewhinney, H,

Moore, 3illy

Neylend, ‘Tayne
Neyland, Dwayne
Wewlin, Ivan

Norbeck, Dr, 3dward

Norwood; lirs, Pat
Pennington, Leslie
Pilleert, #lizabeth
Pillaert, Roseline
Post, Charles 7,y JT.
Ray, Frank
Ray, llr3, Frank
Ring, ®B. R,
Ring, lIrs, B, R.
Sewe¢ll, Schin 3,
Siever, Donald G,

.- Stevenson Robert 7,
Jare, Junior

~Jilsuny Norvill

Jorthington, R. B.

3710 lfertick

154 Ruth, Baytewn

6002 Breody

729 Skylark, Pasc dena
702 8., Circle, Boytown
P,0,30x 93, Bellrire

)
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"
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POO,BVX ~5433, Houston 27
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1385 - 23rl,y Beoumont, Texos
555C Linorusk
1457 Curtin
4320 Forvest Lane
2642 Zroadnead I,
o
¢/o Houston Post
8138 Iynn
4200 Telker
n

4440 i’cKinrey Ave,

Dent. of Anthropology & Sociology

Rice JnivplcitV, Housttn 1
5508 Ccocrmunity Dr

609 Zircle Dr,, Daytovn

3186 3. Wetster, ITormcn, Okla,
6421 Zaywai Dr,. Eaytovn

5631 Seniord Rd,s iouston 35
104 Ilenwood Dr., Conroe, Texas

1415 Tynnview

1
5225 Tnyart, Houston 21
5525 hHOba"%e
719 3. Iovra; La Torte
506 3, Thom:us, Pasadena
30 3, Shzdy Lane
4216 “Talker
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HONORARY I:I1BLRAS

N~Jamison, J, R. ¢/0 Dayton 3tate 3ank, Deyton, Tcexes
Jomisgon, W, T, "
Jamison, 7, T.y JT. .

Jamison, lirs, J. T. Jr, o

Results of September 1960 election of Hcuston
Archeological Society Cfficers for year 1961

Chairmen -~ ‘'Toyne 3, Yeylond@

Sec,-Treas, - Alan R. Duke

Directors - Richard B, Worthington
Charles 3, Fleming
Gordon ¥, Beilcey

Committed Avpo;ntn»ntso
Nominnting Committee (September 1560
noninntions)s

Ce G. Coldwall
L, Lenz
D, R. Lewls

Artifact Displcoy - J, D. Hormier
K..P. Hormier

Editorial Staff - H, Ifewhinney
R. 7. Stevenscon

Program - D, R. Leviis

iiembership - W. P. Caskey

FLASH

F

e - e om o

An important announcement has just vecen recieved, Slnce it'g any-
bodies guess when we will get out another issue, -we-are lucky to get
this announcement included here, - R

The Shell Development Conmpany carbon.l4 1aboratory locat=d at 3737
3ellaire Blvd, is holding an open hcuse on Vednesday, larch 22 at 7:30
? M, , Dr, E,L,}artin will Pxplain the c-14 process, H,A.,S. members zare
sordiclly iavited to attend,



