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November 1966

"Among the citizens who are concerned with
archeology, there are a few professional archeologists
and a large number of amateurs. Each of these groups
needs the other, and by close cooperation between
professionals and amateurs adequate recordation of
sites is possible."
"It is the responsibility of the professional to
interest himself more completely in the activities of
amateurs, as individuals or as societies, and the
amateur must become more professional in his outlook."

--- Charlie R. Steen
Regional Archeologist
National Park Service
Southwest Region
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The Newsletter is published four times per year by the Houston
Archeological Society. Contributions of news items, short articles
- - and information of archeological significance should be sent to the
'Editor - Alan R. Duke, 1706 Oaks DriNte,-PasadenaTexa6-777502-.,
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Sage remarks made by Charlie Steen in an address to the Colorado
Archeological Society in October 1965.

Past and Future Programs
September 1966 - Mr. Harold Geis, Head of the Oceanographic
Society, substituting for Mr. George Herrera
who was unable to attend, presented a film
and talk on "Scuba Diving and Archeology".
October 1966 - Dr. Frank Hole, Susie Kitchen and. Bruce Grove
of Rice University presented reports on
excavations carried out this past summer in
Mexico, New Mexico, Wyoming and Washington.
November 1966 - William Sorrow, Texas Archeological Salvage.
Project, will discuss "Problems in Excavation
and Analysis".
(Meeting to be held November 18 instead of
November 11 to permit members to attend
TAS annual meeting on November 12, 13.)

Field Activities of the HAS
Wallisville
Livin:Tstoil Surveys - Both surveys are still active
in regard to participation in the Wallisville
Contact Alan.
survey and Jon Pullen for information on the Livingston work.

News from other Societies
The Texas Archeological Society will hold its annual meeting
November 11-13, 1966 at the Witte Museum, San Antonio. 15 papers
will be presented and a tour of the Missions in the area has been
*arranged. Collections of: artifacts from many locations will be =
---displayed.
The Midland Archeological Society plans a field training school
for MAS members in November. Mapping, excavation techniques, recording and report writing will be covered during the three scheduled
sessions.
The Oklahoma Anthropological Society held its Fall Dig on
October 28-30 at the Lee I site near Lindsay, Oklahoma.

Department of Obscure Information
A "Folsom Man" community has been discovered outside Albuquerque,
New Mexico. Evidence of about 20 lodges, 15-20 yards apart, has been
uncovered under the direction of Dr. Frank Hibben, professor of
Anthropology, University of New Mexico. Previous Folsom sites have
generally been "kill" sites rather than communities.
* * * * *
TAS Annual Meeting - 1967
The Houston Archeological Society voted, by an overwhelming
majority, to bid for the privilege of sponsoring the Texas Archeological
Society Annual Meeting in 1967. The last time the HAS was host to this
affair was in 1960. Here's hoping we make it again next year!!

Anthropologist Moves to Houston
Dr. Erika Wagner, who received her degree in Anthropology at
Yale University, and who is an authority on South American archeology,
has become a resident of Houston. We hope to prevail upon Dr. Wagner
to speak at one of our meetings in the near future.

Maya Authority at Rice University
Dr. Robert Wauchope, professor of Anthropology at Tulane University,
will speak at Rice University in February. :JAS members are invited tc;
attend. Time, date, and place will be announced later. The Mayan
civilization will be the subject.

By'ePAT WITTE

Aeitoette Staff Writer
VictariaiN exeiVatioii' of
'
• camp site south of
the city has turned up some
significant findings for archeologists and others interested
in the history of the Indian.
of this area.
Vogt Jr., of 2206
Stayton Si, has uncovered the
e4remains of -13 skeletons , a n
71Z4t-everal hundred :'artifacts,:'- in4
eluding arrowheads, • dart and
r:f -sPen _points, flint knives; • cut=.
ting -bad' scraping.. tools, pot
sherds and others. .'. •It is believed the site 'w a s
used as a summer • camp by
r either a Karankawa or Tonkawa tribe, with some evidence
to inoicate that it was used for.
several hundred years. The site
is located on a hill within a
bend of a small tributary stream
of the Guadalupe River, • not
far from the river and just a)
few miles south of the city.
Vogt prefers for the location
of the site to remain secret un-.
til the project can be completed. Some damage has already
been done by trespassers.
T•:e site is apparently what
archeciogists call a living midden, as onnsed to the curious
Indian imrial mounds found
in
;•-.....

'tin

other parts of the couni.v. The
evidence sugge.sts that the site

minually by the tribe
as .% summer encampment, and
that the skeletons are the physic:.; remains of members of the
trihe who died of natural causes. Nothing has been found to
indicate they died violently.
The skull of one child w a s
found; all the rest were adults.
Vogt, alter careful analysis,
estimated the average height of
the adults at about five feet,
eight inches.
It can be fairly safely assumed that the•tribe was either
Karankawa or Tonkawa, since
the histories of both nations
arc rieenly rooted in this area.
;•:ener;:liy, the Karankawas
was ,o:cd

innile,ed

:300-mile fringe of

it e ';':;yas Coast,

historic times. Our procedure

in identifying a site as Karan- .;;
kawa is simple, but it leads
to: -a probably identifica- ,4
."•?.
Um-, not -a certain one.".
Aside from this aspect of his
investigation, Vogt has uncovered enough evidence to dravL.I,
Certain other general conclussions. For example, he believes ;that the- site is a fairly modern .
one, settled probably sometime
after the birth of Christ and
abandoned shortly before the
coming of the first European explorers in this area.
Modern researchers use a
general rule of thumb that the

an artifact is
found indicates. to a certain
degree, its age. Thus, the deeper in the soil it is found, the
older it is. Over great periods
of time, the natural rain of matter upon the face of lite earth
will leave the artifact at correspondingly great. depths.
But after three years of parttime probing, Vogt has found
nothing deeper than 36 inches.

ranged generally in the classic

heights ranged from
5-6 io 5-70. Consequently, Vogt
measured,

archeological manner: The crudest, most primitive tools have

does not dismiss the possibility

been

in

uneneeied at the

fashioned by craftsmen of a
higher order as the tribe evolved, have been found nearest
the surface.

abandoned

'equally sound. The Indian was
quick- to adapt to some of the
ways of the white man, sub:.
stituting steel tips for flint ar-;
rowheads, and valuing great:
:
ly the white

other Indians because of

the long bones, the arm and

their cannihilistic tendencies.

leg bones, are loosely gathered

of

mitt's

glass beads,

and trinkets. None of these have

deceased is flexed, with the

and were detested even

es were one of the lowerdees of all the tribes in

before the

!coming of the white man is

been found

•
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Vogt 's reason for believing the
site was

Kronks arc known to have had
two main types of burial custom. In one, the body of the
torso and the knees
brought up against the chin,
with the head in a vertical position. The other is called t he
bundle type burial, in which

eno Nueces Rivers. The Ka-

deepest

levels; the more refined ones,

origin.
1. Other evidence suggests that
jibe site could very well be
Karankawan. Vogt has found
;primitive ornamental shells at
the site, which were highly
:prized by the tribe.
The manner of burial is
another legitimate clue. The

feet brought up to the bottom

•

e

The artifacts have been ar-

Of the four adult skeletons he

of the site being Karankawa

• Vogt is the first to 'admit that]
much work remains to be done.;
In the past three years of investigation, - • some 3,000 cubic
feet of debris has been sifted'
through a one-quarter inch shaker screen, but this represents
only about one-third of the total
camp site.
Most of this is hard work, a •
pick and shovel, bucket and
wheelbarrow type of work. It is
matter . of careful and:
also
painstaking research and rec,
ord-keeping.
: But to Vogt, a member of the
Texas Archeological Society it
,
is a serious pasttime, and the.
work is done easily. There is a
certain amount of satisfaction
with each new discovery. and
each one' sheds light a little far-.:
ther back into the dark end:
shadowy origins . of the Red
an.

depth at which

mosquitoes away.

concentrations between the Bra-

by the

of the Karankawa territory in

tons themselves. The • early
Spaniards who came to Texas
have left accounts describing
the Karankawas as magnificent.
physical specimens, towering to
six and seven feet.
But Vogt, and many other
modern researchers, believes
the accounts may have been
exaggerated. The Spaniards
themselves are a race small in
stature, (and were even smaller
300 years ago) and would be
properly impressed by an Indian of 5-8 or 5-10, particularly
one with grotesque facial tattooing and smeared with shark oil
and alligator grease to keep the

with the main

7.c

-"The - identification of arclie-i
logical sites as specifically Ka-1
rankawa is not easy. It would
be easier if other Indians, such
as the Coahuiltican, the Tonka- Lipariwa, the Akokisa, the
Apache, etc., inoi remained out -

- Apacne
Beyond Anat
country. Apaches are.known to
have visited this area, on hunting expeditions and on the ocCasions when they were driven
down by the fierce Commanche warriors from the north.
But their forays here were infrequent, and it is believed they
had no permanent settlements
in this area. Vogt, on the basis of his findings at this point, believes the
site to be of either Rarankawa
or Tonkawa origin, but said
that his preliminary investigations have not yet indicated
which tribe.
I One clue could be the skele-

at the

site.

If the site W;:s used from

the

about the time

of

elitist until .

sometime in the 36th Century,
as Vogt believes, this would
make it a fairly recent one as
far as archeologists are concerned.
Artifacts from °thee sites in

They remained at the coast in

in a bundle and placed in a

the xvilite,-, living chiefly on oys-

shallow grave with the skull.

this area of Smell Texas have

estimated c-n the hasp;: of
;1!;
not buried with the rest of the
as 12,000 \'C r5
bereinaiti; in the bundle burials.
jiieVed
At any rate, Vogt has too id !ers,o
s
13:1VC
both types of burials, winch been esun ified rear
t;tiad- •
may in' the best indication of alupc Theer
V;e:oria, •
ail.
could he
ntliehn ants
of [his
:dtmliiy and ; hilt. yogi. em.cro',;\ :
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.
from
peoples
•
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• e: en; mkt:, of
:.y (;; „ "; t;; L..
twee ee,ry will prob- •
;good
of lex:-o; iirolessor ably never he fully understood.
I. v.
,,,,
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I C:ni,;;.-::,
been

The ielis and pelvic bones arc

ters

fish, and occasionally,,
In the summer;

.•

moved inland :a:
Vicloria and Oohed

escai)e

far as the ∎
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the mosquitoes of the
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Membership
As of November, 1966
Mr. Lawrence Aten
6514 Calhoun,_Apt. 17, Houston
RI 7-3022
'Mr. W. L:Atwood
z1.4-z„,501- Ruth St:,--Baytown
Mr. Frank Brezik
Walton St:, Houston 77009 . •
'''UN 2-7181.
Miss Elaine Burleigh
3816 Ruskin St., Houston 77005.
-MO 5-5255 .
Mr. Charles Caldwell
.1506 yoodlawni - Baytown
JU 3-3968
Mr. William Caskey
P.O. Box 93, Bellaire 77402
MO 8-2566
Mrs. William Caskey
P.O. Box 93, Bellaire 77402
MO 8-2566
Mr. Charles K. Chandler
1151 Chamboard, Houston
-.0V-1-0945
Mrs. Charles K. Chandler
1151 Chamboard,.Houston
OV 1-0945
Mrs. Ann Childers
2422 Watts, Houston 77005
MO 4-4500
Miss Kiki Cullum .
P.O. Box 6523, Houston 77005
MO 5-4388
Mr. Keller R. Davis
1804 Stuart Ave., Houston
MO 5-4388
Mr. Charles Deane
8303 Quebec, Houston 77035
GI 4-9045
Miss Nancy Deane
8303 Quebec, Houston 77035
GY 4-9045
Mr. L. C. DeWeese III
1112 Arlington, Houston 77008
UN 2-9968
Mr. Alan R. Duke
1706 Oaks Drive, Pasadena 77502
GR 2-2954
Mrs. Alan R. Duke
1706 Oaks Drive, Pasadena 77502
GR 2-2954 Mr ..Bruce R. Duke
1706 Oaks Drive, Pasadena 77502
GR 2-2954
Mr. Gary A. Duke
1706 Oaks Drive, Pasadena 77502
GR 2-2954
Mr. Fred Eicholtz
5913 Almeda Genoa Rd., Houston 77048
RE 4-6965
Mrs. Fred Eicholtz
5913 Almeda Genoa Rd., Houston 77048
RE 4-6965
Mr. Charles Eicholtz
5913 Almeda Genoa Rd., Houston 77048
RE 4-6965
Mr. W. R. England
5213 Brae Burn Drive, Bellaire 77401
MO 8-1632
Mr. William Pullen
717 Dartmouth, Deer Park
GR 9-3748
Mrs. William Pullen
717 Dartmouth, Deer Park
GR 9-3748
Mr. John Halick
3708 Underwood, Houston
MO 4-9928
Mrs. John Halick
3708 Underwood, Houston
MO 4-9928
Miss Katherine Anne Halick 3708 Underwood, Houston
MO 4-9928
Mr. J. D. Harmier
15521 Chaplin Rd., Houston
HI 2-4910
Mr. Harry Hartman
Box 3292, Baytown
LO 6-5983
Mrs. Harry Hartman
Box 3292, Baytown
1,0 6-5983
Dr. Frank Hole
2410 Addison, Houston 77025
MO 8-3348
Mr. Robert Jircik
2016 Swift, Houston
JA 4-3719 '
Mrs. Robert Jircik 2016 Swift, Houston
JA 4-3719
Mr. Joseph Kosmo
9333 Tally Ho, Apt. 25, Houston
HU 6-8497
Mrs. Joseph Kosmo
9333 Tally Ho, Apt. 25, Houston
HU 6-8497
Dr. Don Lewis
3642 Broadmead Drive, Houston 77025
MO 7-0282
Mrs. Don Lewis
3642 Broadmead Drive, Houston 77025
MO 7-0282
Mr. Jeff Lewis
3642 Broadmead Drive, Houston 77025
MO 7-0282
Mr. H. E. Mewhinney
c/o Houston Post, Houston
Mr. Don Moore
218 Pine Hill Dr., Rt. 2,Box 37, Conroe PH 6-2419
Mr..Wayne Neyland
4300 Walker, Houston 77023
WA 8-5411
Dr. Tdviard Norbeck
2420 Locke Lane, Houston 77019
JA 2-7732
Miss Paulea Patterson
5522 Dawnridge, Houston
r. Bill Peterson
11715 Greenbay Driva, Houston
HO 8-5814
Randy Peterson
11715 Greenbay Drive, Houston
HO 8-5814
Kerza Pickworth
105 East Bird Rd., Pas ac
HU 7-1058
Irs. W. R. Pickworth
105 East Bird Rd., Pasadena
HU 7-1058
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kdm. John Ranneft (Ret)
-5611 Jackson, Houston
JA 2-3239
s. John Ranneft
5611 Jackson, Houston
JA 2-3239
fiss Elaine Roberson - , .:... P.O.Box 6523, Houston 77025 -:
::::--,M0 5-4388
mr. 7 H,.: M. Robinson. -.,,,,-#:4*‘c
, .,_, -,..9621_:4Cluqt.er:-..-Privei- 1Houston,:;:--7;:-.::4-H0-7;5-6420-:.'
----:-...,-:
;,, - 1
,-Mr. Murray Robinson
-----,:,- -7- 7-,,;.,--. „,7- 4613-1aure-12r'Bellaire 77401' .-- ,z
".--1,"'F'MO'.8 2469." -'--'...
Mrs. Murray Robinson
4613 _Laurel, Bellaire 77401
MO 8-2469
. Mr. John G. Saunders
:-f- 3719Darlinghurst, Houst on
3-9903
Mrs. John G. Sa dars
-- 3719 Darlinghurst, Houston
ID -3 9903
D. Stewart, Jr.
r. 7646* Greendovans, Houston
MI 9-8464 •
Mrs. I. D. Stewart, Jir.
7646 Greendowns, Houston
MI 9-8464
Miss Shirley Thompson
3816 Ruskin St., Houston 77005
MO 5-5255
?..:111r.
G. H. Watkins
6147 Wortham Way, Houston
MI 9-2673
k Mk. Richard Zingula
5134 Lym:bar Drive, Houston 77035
PA 3-4108
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Mr. W. T. Jamison
Mr. W. T. Jamison, Jr.
Mrs. W. T. Jamison, Jr.
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c/o Dayton State Bank, Dayton, Texas
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