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"Man is a creature not to be contained in a solitary skull vault
nor is he measureable as, say, a saber-toothed cat or a bison is
measureable. Something, the rainbow dancing before his eyes, the
word uttered by the vave fire at evening, eludes us and runs onward.
It is gone when we come with our spades upon the cold ashes of the

_~ campfire four hundred thousand years removed."

-~~~ Loren Eiseley from "“The Star Dragon"
Natural History, Vol. LXXIX No. 6.
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The Newsletter is published four times per yesar by the Houston
Archeological Society. Contributions of newsz itens, short articles and
information of archeological significance should be sent to the Editor -

"~ Alan R. Duke, 1706 Oaks Drive, Pascdena, Texas 77502.
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Front Cover

The author, a naturalist-poet, moves backward in time.to the early
beginnings of man and then speculates on the affect of solar flares on
the earth's fauna during various periods of prehistory.

FHEFAAS

Past and Future Prograans

June - 1970 - lr. and Mrs., J. H. Brineman presented a slide
progran on Guatemala.

July - 1970 - Jay Sharp showed slides of the 1970 T.A.S. Field
chool and discussed the various phases of the
School. .

Aﬁgust- i970 - Dr. Frank Hole and Mike O'Brien reviewed the
status of our Clear lake City Salvage Project.
Plans for future work were discussed.

Septe =~ 1970 -~ To be announced.,

New Meeting Place

The September and future meetings will be held at the Houston Museum
of Natural Science. Dr. Tom Pulley has invited vs to use the Museum 2z our
pernanent abode and in addition to providing us a meeting room, has offercad
us laboratory, storage and library facilities. ¥e are most grateful to the
University of Houston for providing us with a meeting place for the rast ten
years but the additional facilities at the Museum appear to be better suited
to our overall program so - onward and upward!
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Clear lake City Salvage Project

Menbers ot the HAS met at Harris County Bay Area Park on April 11,
1870 to start the survey of liiddle Bayou. Three survey crews were
assigned variocus portions ¢f the bayou by Coordinator Vsyne Neyland,
Crew chief Alan Duke, accompanied by the Charles Chandlers and daughter
Hollv, located z:d reported threc clam shell sites on the west bank of
the bayou. Crew chief Bill McClure and his team composed of his son
Hathew, Jay Sharp, Frank Hole and Wayne Xeyland did not locate axny sites
but enjoyed the outing and exercise. liike 0'3rien headed another suxrvey
team consisting of Tom Cobb, Larry Weiner and Tomny liedlin. They worked
the east bank of Middle Bayou north to Baywood Cowuntry Club,

During the past several months, L. R.Chrisco and wife Rhonda have
rarticipated in numerous survey trips and have located three sites. Bill
and Louise Caskey also located a site where Louise pointed out a large
stemmed point and triangular scraper with her umbrella and probe rod.

Most of the surveys have been carried out along the imszediate bark
lines. Particular atterntion has been paid to berren areas, gully cuts,
burrow holes and, wherever vegetation restiricted vision, shovel %ests
were made. A total of 14 sites have bheen recorded in sddition to the
previously knovnr sites.

Prior to the survey, a number of sites in the Clear Leke City ares
were known and reported by HAS members. Alen Duke reported a site
destroyed when creating the fifth tee on faywood Couniry Club and also
gite 41HR75 on Taylor Iake. Iou Fullen reported a site, located on a
pond, north of Spencer Highway. This site wug destroyed by residentral
construction., In addition, lou and Jay Sherr surveyed a large sccticn
of the lower reaches of Middle Bayou in 1863 and located and reported
seven shell sites to the Texas Archeologicszl Rescarch Lab. MMost of these
sites lie south of the Bay Area Park and are not in immediate danger of
destruction thru dredging of the stream bed,

Bill McClure has made a botanical study of three Clear Lake sites
and a more extensive study of the total floral picture is planned which
will encompass the overall watershed.

Two sites have been mapped by Mike O'Brien znd the Chriscos: in 1line
with plans to excavate these sites In tne future. One o these sites is
on a sandy-clay knoll - lacks shell but conitzins pottery. The other is
& shell site located near the middle of the Bayou,

Site material and reports are being turned over to Dr. Frank Hole
at Rice University and are undergoing further evaluation and study.
Charles Chzndler has procured nunerous copies of arvea site reports fron

TART, and has turned them over for perussl. Artifacts from 18 sites have

been subnitted for study.
The program for the future will include the following endeavors:
(1) Continue the survey of areas not covered to date -Horsepen Bayou,
etc. (2) Excavation of several small sites to verify findings on
CLCS? #7. (3) Excavation of CLCSP #1l4 - a large shell midden,
Objectives of the program include determining the chronology of sites in
the area; determinirg existence of house structures and defining de~
positional history of the sites. All this infornation to be drawm
together, along with information gleaned from previously reported sites,
to paint a picture of the aboriginsl occupants of this portion of the
Gulf Coast, . . : ;
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IHE FOOLS' HILL SITE - LTKE O'"mRiEN

Site 41HR81, cormonly referred to as the Fools' Hill Site is situated
on the east bank of liiddle Basyou, approximstely one- half nile south of the
Harris County Park on Bay Ares Blvd. It was first recorded by iou Fullen
and Jay Sharp during thelir 1968 swurvey of tne area. “Yhe site is the most
northern ol a series of shell middens extending dovn the bayou to Clear
Lake.

Limited testing was carried out by the original party and the informatio:
turned over to the state. Some work was done in restoration of vessels,
but the majority of the artifacts were labeled, bagged and delivered to
Rice University in 1970, where all arvtzizcte irom the Clear Lzke City Sal-
vage Project were veing storcd. Further restoration of pottery was under-
taken and sherds from at least three distinguishable vessels were found.

In late May, another survey party, composed of Rhonda and Chris Chrisco,
W. B. Neyland znd iiike O0'Brien, visited the site for purposes of mapping
and gridding. Small test heles were sunk to determine the linits of the
site and on the third hole, the spade cut through a qusntity of bene., Bone
is common in shell sites, but the guentity of it and the size of the pieces
indicated that it might be hunan. A portion of a long bone was recovered;
a piece which locked large enouvgh to be diagnostic ol the situation. The
bone was shown to two L.D.'s and both agreed that the bone was from the
lower part of a human radius.

Finding a skeleton in & site is not really out of the ordinary, but it
does indicate that 21L skeletons in the area will not be found in a central
"cemetery." No human skeletal materiel vize found in 10 squeres of site
41HR81, but quite a few were found 3/4 of a ni cuth in 41HRE0, the
Harris Co. Boys' School Site. The depth of the Fools' Hill skeleton was
6 inches snd tne skuli n2y be closer to the surrace than thst., No cutline
of a burial pit was found, but, as stated keiore, as soon zs the bone was
hit, the hole was filled in.

IS
yde)
alt

The site sits on a prominent bank 10 feet above the water in a grove
of cedar trees. The extent ol the shell is hard to determine, because as it
moves out laterally, ite depth increases. The soil ig extremely hard and
compact on top of the midden, but as one moves out off the midden, the soil
becomes extrerely sandy with an underlying layer of clay., 1t seems odd to
have buried the bedy iv +the hard, black dirt, when the soft sand was so
close at hsnd,

When the site was visived by O'srien et al., the ground was so hard
that a sharp spade and & Marshalliown trowel could hardly dent the surface.
Chiggers also presented quite a problem, bui the biggest problen ceme frouw
the almost total inaccessability of the site. A boat would be the desired

mode of travel to znd from the site,

Two-hundred-seventy-one pieces of pottery were recovered from the surface
of the site and from one very smsll test pit. They break down into the
following:

Send-tempered -~ Plain

5

Rim Body
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O0f the 271 pieces, twenty-three pieces are from one vesscl and thirty-
eight from another., F¥ive of the rim sherds are from the latter vessel.
No incised sherds and no sherd- tempured pieces were found.

No specific shape was determined by the vot sherds from t’ Two vessels,
elthough it seems likely that the pieces represent end products of con-
siderable size,

One dert point and one small drill were found in the test pit. The
dart point was slightly stermed (small shoulders) and had a twist to i
the workmanship wes very crude.

About 150 piec w2re recovered, and while every piece is not
identifiable, it is rec: 1ly obscrvable that most are deer bones,

This small precsentztion is intended only as a quick report on what I
consider to be a potentially 1mporiant and informative site, Whoever b wder-
takes the job of excavation chould view the situation as o decidedly in-
portant one and invest his tine in a worthwhile excavation pregram. Random
sampling of this site will be slmost a waste of time and energy, becaus
it will actually tell us no more than what ve already kunow from other saell
middens in the area. In fact, the only reason that t 1is site should be
fooled with at all, is the fact that tentativelr-identified skelec $al materisl
exists from it, and the fact that it is the 1last of a chain of large shell
middens extending northward from Clear Lake, The fact that a pa uieujar

site is in danger of natural cr manenade des rurction warrants Py sanpling
of it, but for =2 large-scale excavation to be ::Jcrtaken, a site %AOU1Q ve

looked upon as a sourc:s of answers to pre-c x‘st:rg questicns. The Foolst
Hill Site does secen to qualify under this criterion.

However, there may be another side to the queotion of whether thz gite
should be excavated or not; that is, will ths site still be around next
year or twenty years from now? Will it be around when new ideas and exca-
vation procedures arise or will it, along witin =11l ehell middens, be des troyes
or excavated? Thiaz is scuetbing t0 keep in mind - although the rFools' Hill
Site has been eroded, it doeg sit above the present high water line of the
bayou. A watchful eye can ne kept on the site to safeguzrd it and to make
sure no nore destructiion takes place. At present, no bayou rectification
is planned south of Bay Area Blvéd, ""

In my estimation, the site should be “sat on" for a while and we shculéd
turn our immediate ativention to the problem of en overall view of the Harvige
F%. Bena-Chambers-Galveston Cownties area and see how the coastzl shell
middens etc. fit into the "big pictwre" of a scttlement pattern,

FAFTEA
SHARPSTOWN EXHIBIT

Work on the HAS archeologicel exhibit at the Sharpstown shopping center
in October, is proceeding under the direction of Tom Cobb. Volunteoro for
varicus phases of the work are needed urgently. Contact 7om if you have
gome spare time and want to help.
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POND SITES INVESTIGATED - W, B, NEY1AND

During the Clear ILake City Balvage Project survey,; severasl pond sites
were noticed on the 1955 TLezgue City Topo. It was decided to investigate

their perimeters with regard to aboriginal occupation.

Four areas in particular, indicated by marsh symbols, situated
approximately 12,000 feet south of Humble 0il and Refining Co.'s gas
plant on Genoa-Red Bluff Road were investigated.

All four are defloted areas just east of %0' contours where the flat
plains reach their highest elevations. Surrounding these wooded areas are
broad grassy plains between the timberlines of Horsepen and Middle Bayous.
Today they ere being utilized as pasturage, oil fields and rice fields

PP

seeningly in a remsarzable stttz of harmony.

Where water stands several feet deep during the summer months, cattails,
water lilies, rushes znd grasses of various sorts typicel of moist areas
are well represented. Around thne banks and upon the ridges that encompass
the pond a variety of trees including oaks, hackberries snd yupon to mentiocn
a few were seen as well s an assoriinent of vines and uwaderbrush. Collect-
" ively, they bring to mind much resemblzice to the Ezst Texzs Thicket. The
flora at these locations bear closer gimilarities to the Southern Evergreen
Biotic Province than to tha Coastzl Prairie Frovince which surrounds it
with the noticeable exception of the absen

Certain superificial observations in recpent to vegetation contrast
markedly with the western bank of the centrel section of Middle Bayow., An
impressive stand of sweestgun trees was seen ¢ the ridges of the south.era-
most pond. Growing in the gstagnany and scunzozted water, lilies (Hyphev
advenuu) were in full bloowm, )

Blackberries hazve heen available for some we 5till ripe, the
survey team stopped to pausc eand refresh thsz 1 Evidence of wildlife

is well representsd arourd theze watering places.
Each of the four ponds has several ridges 150' or longer ranging from
3 to 5' above current water level on three sides.

When the water levels reach overflow atzge, each drains towards the
east and spills onto the grassy plains. Due to this circumstance, ditcher
have been duvg draining eastward to facilitate more rapid run~cff. EBarly
occupants evidently found the need to correct flooding conditions orn these
brosd areas of monotonous relief since several ditches show on the 1920
Seabrook Topo. '

The surface soil on the ridges sround the ponds is composed of o light
brovn sand which is iu sharp contrast to the dark gray clay (black gumho)
of the west bank of 11iddle Bayou a mile and a quarier to the east.

The survey: teans dug six to eight shovel tests in each of the sancy
ridges around the water holes, veaching depths of 24" without noting changes
in soils and without verifying eny sboriginal occupation,

Due to the sppareut changes in soils and vegetaticn between the Bayoa

and plaing, it would seem thatl a more extensive botsznical end geological

study is called for by competent psrsonnel in crder o attenpt to re-
f

construct the economic faetors in force during sbhoriginal times,
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Wnen these unique nicro-environments are studied in greszster detail,
then couparative ana1y<1 mzy be made with a vieww towards exnleoitation of

the econOﬂy under question trvz adding to our understanding of the overall
subslstance pa tcern relative 1o the Coasgtzl Plains

Speaking of the broad grasgy plaine, in 1835 Gidecon Lincecum, a
Hisgssissippi farmer in search of lands 40 settle and an experienced soil
and plant observer, entered in his journal which crossing the northwest

sector of Harris County the followings

"18 Feb., 1935 - Pacsed through a vast Prairie today. Sometimes
we were entlrbly out of site of timber, land neurly all good,
what in my judgment should all be called excellent. We came out
between Cygresu and Spring Creek., These crecks direrge from
each other, being 8 miles apari at the comiencing of the good
prairie, and 12 or 15 niles apart et the head. ILeaving the hezd of
these creeks you enter the prairie which is to the eye of th
creeping Traveler bounded by nothing but the hesven and the soil
is good as the heart could desire. Oh! Vhat a pity that there
is no timber. But, there are none not a stick, not even on many
of the ecrecks. Ve passed 2 coasiderable creeks today, which had
not a bush on their banks to mark their course through vast, the
Boundless sea of grass. The water is good in the prairie and by
digging may be had easy and plenty."

Hopefully, other investigators will forsee the value of acquiring date
from othexr pond sites located on the grassy avoqs between the streamns that
digsect Harris Courty, particularly in the northuwestern sectiorn and
specifically near the headwaters of enxll trilbuiaries where the nature of
the sitreans is intermittent and a less dependalle suany cf water LS found,
than where rain water nay be trapped end stend year around in thes
deflated areas.

C. L. C. #IT stands alone as the sole revresentative of this type of
waterhole site in this vicinity known at this time 1o the writer.

Bibkliography

Bradford, A. L. and Campbell, 7., X,

Journzl of ILincecuvm's Travels in Texas, 183%5
Dice, lee¢ R.

194%, The Biotic Provinces of North America Ann Arbor
Vines, Robert A.

Personal communication.
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TAS FIELD SCHOOL

The following HAS members attended the 1970 TAS Field School: Larry
Veiner, Jay Sharp, Narcy Jircik, Lou and Margie Follen, Tommy Medlinm, E i
'Holc, ths Charics Chandle: rs, Jdenet Collinsg, Shirviey Thompson, Liaind Baricie:
and Bill McClure.

Approximately 150 sites were located and 15-18% of the new Nstional
Park area surveyed. Jay Shzro coordinated the Flelo School puOEO"T&GHJ
Lou Fullen worked with the chtob aph crevw, Elalrc Burleigh and Shirlew
Thonvgson guided the Beaver Patirol (VOJﬂTSierS atiending tae School witn
their parents) and Charles Chendler was a Survey Crew Chief.
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Here is an article of

X RN | interest to HAS members
i S | who knew and worked with
P RN : Dick Ambler when he
; P ; headed the TASP and was

FENS DR ST

Nor\‘hom Arizona Um\ orz dy archneologvsf Dr. Rwlmrd Ambior <idipy Tre
sancal, found in tast excavations of a small cave near Navajo bdauntsin, 1o
mothods have dated liln in the cave at batween 5,000 and 6,600 L — i
~ human occupation of the northern Arizona area. Ambler and o crow of h‘f U,
are aHempting to obtain more data about the long-vanished Pm-no

- A
FLAGS’]‘/\P P e A six: nmm&

ber Notthern Avizona Umivers
__sily archacological exprdition
“is now in the rugred, romote
‘Navajo Mountaincomtry
near the Arvizona-Utah benler
—secking new knowledge o{an
Dancient  Indian poople who

“lived in the area almost 8000 -

years ago.

antiquily of
little b nown

~— The surprising
this otherwise
cilture, NAU archacolegist

~ Dr. J. Richard Ambler res

—vealed. is known from hither-
to unpublicized radio-nctive
carbon-14 dalces ohtained from
fragile  fragments of fiber

—sandals  fashioned 5500 to
6.000 years before the hivth of
Chriat.

TS DATES, he added oo
—thealdest yet faund for & hue
man occupation in the nirth-
ern” Arizonn area, and almaost
double  the 4,000 year time

wedopth for its prebistoric popu-

I established in the carly
1 from the curious :niit
twig animal fignrines {hat
wehave heen found deep in the
Grand Canyon and in Wahwl,

Canvon just to the el of -

Flngsia{{

"

ern Arizona.

Swe

" Dune Cédve, turped up an as~'

The  soudalg,

st Devil
avd east of Navas

small,  shailow
‘Cave porth

Jo Mountain in test exeaval
-{lons

whirh he conducted b
6L as a stalf member of tha
five-vear  Glen Canyon  satd

age  archaeology priject of
Flagstafi's Musenm of Northi

“I was
were old,”
had
that old!™

clear that thay
he recalted, hu!
no idea they werd

Radiocarhor {esls on frag
menls from three ol the sap-
dals were nol ron urtil siy
yeavs later, at the University
of Texas, and yiclded dates of;
200 B.C.. 5899 B.C. and 8T
BT, witn pitig-or-ninns 180
tors of frera 120 {0 130 yrars,
Yecasme the dates were ob

ained ireetie Trom the e
dals, Ambler fecls fhey arel
“quite semped” v 3

1uF'u%1%n(1mq1an‘

Cave,” and mwore extensive ox-|
avalions at nearby Sand|

!

Ambler oxi-
plained, wove recovered rond

involved in survey
excavation of the Wallis-
ville sites and other
sites in the Houston area.
Our thanks to Bruce Duke,

and

o Casa Grande, Arizona for
-iﬁﬁj forwarding the news
bt clipping.
hedents
|

. ‘ S,
canhinge of crude arlifacts,

meledine shine  wnelassified,
cid wiched projectile points,
vhicn Ambler has naned
Ctive Desha Comples,” {rom
ihe pame of the drasinase ba
sinom he sred.

Atthowvgih the complex
shes “some general similar-
itie:” to eariy archaenlogical
reaing from {oe Great Pasio
ave of Ulah and Nevada,
there is not epongh material
to detormine chelber it s
uaiaig, of
e early
whees B bl western region.

Ti: obiam additional artifac.
fual piaterigl that will allow a
more silcguate definition of
the  Decba Loinplex, Ambler
sedecd, s e naajor purpose
Gl the covrent NAU expedi-
hion

The preicet, which involves
extensive exens ations al Dust
Devil Tave over the vext six
weess and subicguont labora-
fory werk on the NAU
pus, is heing undertiken with
the nooperation of the
Mitoum of Northern
and
$13.700 vovearch gond from
the Mubeunl Science Foundae
tion.

is Jinked fo other
cultures  else- *-

ame

ATIzona, -
finanead theough a'

e

£ Wyth Ambler in churrv itis
vstaffed by Bruce Hudgens, ¥
CLarry Armstrong, Terry Pike !
“and Nancy Veronda, All NAU ¥
* Anthropology majors; and
Gerald Bair, a graduate stus §
dent at Arizona State Univers §
" sity in Tempe. e

el
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Houston Archeological Society

Membership List Additions and Changes
August, 1971

NEW MEMBERS
Gary Wiggins William E. Mocore
P, O. Box 212 8801 Winkler, Apte. 413
1112 South Main Houston, Texas 97017
Highlands, Texas 77562 944.5014
426-2536
Robert Jamison
Grace Goodlin P. O. Box 442
Route 2, Box 340B Needville, Texas 77461
Pearland, Texas 77581 793-6785
489-8081 =
APPLICATIONS PENDING
Hoss Gwin Betty Pieper
P. O. Box 404 2501 Lazy Hollow, #246B
Bay City, Texas 77414 Houston, Texas 77042
245-3900 781-7580
Jeanne N. Rutherford Frankie C. Bullington
(Mrs. Pat Rutherfords Jr:i) 2707 Steel
Patrick Rutherford, Jrs - Houston; Texas 77006
3689 Inwood 524-1228

Houston, Texas 77019 ‘

622-0326 (Mrs. Rutherford) Leland Ws Patterson

622-6298 (Patrick Rutherford) 418 Wycliffe
Houston, Texas 77024
468-4464

CHANGES
Zip Code for Frank J. Soday from 74135 to 74136.
Addrgss for Mrs. Elton J. Prewitt to:

3101 Harris Blvd,
" Austin, Texas 78703



