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To the members of the Houston Archeological Society from Chairman W. L. 
McClure. 

On various occasions we have discussed the goals, aims, objectives and 
function of H.A.S. The following has been drafted in order to stimulate 
thought and discussion among the membership. Please read and discuss with 
one another and pass your comments on to the Board either in writing or 
at the monthly meetings. Your contribution is needed. 

HOUSTON ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY STATEMENT OF POSITION: 

The expenditure of time, energy and other resources on any endeavor can be 
justified only if it can produce a desirable result. 

The activity involved in archeology invariably destroys the subject of the 
investigation. As there are no new prehistoric sites being created, the 
archeological resources are non-renewable. This makes it even more critical 
to determine that the activity conducted at a site produces a benefit that 
outweighs the destruction. 

The paramount objective for the pursuit of the science of archeology is to 
produce information that is of value to humanity. Knowledge of prehistoric 
mans adaptation to his environment ostensibly will aid modern man to relate 
to the environment more successfully than could be possible without the 
knowledge. If this premise is incorrect there is no justification for any 
archeological activity. 

With the above objective in mind, the primary goal of the Houston Archeological 
Society is to perform those functions that will result in the long-term pro-
duction of the greatest possible amount of information relating to the earlier 
occupants of the Upper Texas Coast. 

(1) A continual enhancement of the archeological knowledge and skills of 
members of HAS is to be encouraged. It is only through education that 
the other aims of the Society can be effected. The following phases of 
an educational program are minimal: 

A. Provide monthly programs 
B. Puhlish professional and sub-professional papers 
C. Circulate notices of activities of HAS and others 
D. Conduct school of basic archeology including classroom, field and lab. 
E. Provide minimal list of "required reading" 
F. Prepare vocabulary of terms 
G. Sponsor annual meeting 

(2) Locating, mapping and recording as many sites as possible is to be accom- 
plished. Biological and geological data are important parts of the record 
of the site. The information gained from site surveying will aid in determi-
ning which sites are in danger of being destroyed, which should be preserved 
and which should be investigated scientifically. Geographic distribution 
of sites gives some clues to prehistoric activity patterns. 

(3) The absolute preservation of representative sites or portions thereof is 
to be attempted. The methods utilized in archeological investigations are 
continually changing with the technological advances of modern civilization. 
This change will continue during the entire period of occupation of the 
globe by civilized man. These sites must be available for future generations 
of investigators utilizing techniques undreamed of today. 
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(4) The HAS should provide assistance to professional archeologists. The know-
ledge of the area and contact with land-owners should be useful. Time and 
labor are two other resources that the F-tber. should make available to the 
professionals. This may be particularly beneficial for salvage operations. 

(5) The professional archeolopists should be encouraged to publish and other-
wise make available the results of all projects, both past and future. 

(6) An increased awareness by the gcelcil ;blie of the importance of prehistory 
is to be promoted. It is only thro-b the indtlence of the majority and 
the support of some of the public that tne objeeti,:es of archeology can be 
achieved. A popular acconnt of ar‘7:teology of the Upper Texas Coast should 
be published. Exhibits ker public display should be prepared. 

(7) The collection of artifacts is to be discouraged unless it is accomplished 
in a scientific manner. The asscly of a. collection of objects is apparently 
a long-standing cultural trait of mankind. The peronal satisfaction gained 
by collecting artifacts is understandable and not to be completely condemned. 
If such collections leads the individual to a Letter appreciation of past 
cultures and produces an aware and concerned citizen then a net gain may be 
the result. The collection may lead others to become involved in a positive 
way. 

i:'r, /".  

SITE SURVEY OF hATCE  LIVINGSTON STATE 

On 'March 11, 1972, twenty membois  cif n.A.s. met on the site of the proposed 
State Park on the east bank of Lake Livingston. Alton Briggs, State Salvege 
Archeologist, led the groop in a site survey of the property. The leaf litter 
and the briars hindered the work. However, it was determined that the prin-
cipal activity conducted in the area to ay is fishing and the principal cul-
tural debris is a vast assemblage of beverage containers. Perhaps similar 
associations should be investigated in prehistoric sites. 
Two prehistoric sites were located. Both are on high ridges. One was appar-
ently a chipping station as the only artifacts on the surface were lithic 
cores and flakes. The other site was beneath and around a late 19th century 
historic site. A few sherds of pottery, at least one dart point and other 
lithic material was found. A mussel shell ridden was being eroded into the 
lake. 
An extra bonus of the trip was a Pigmy Mouse, Baiomvs taylori, which was _- 
found occupying a discarded beer 	It had not been previously reported 
from Polk County. Its preferred food item is June Bugs. 
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Houston, Tees 
April 3, 1972 

Subject: Addicks & Barker Reservoir DeveleiNTIent 

Secretary of interior 
C. B. Morton 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

On March 26, 1972 the Houston Post ran a newspaper story about the proposed 
development of the Addicks and Barker Reservoirs in Harris County, Texas. 

It is requested that the archeological resources within these reservoirs 
be given consideration during the planning for the proposed development. 
There is considerable evidence of a prehistoric setLlement within the 
reservoir areas flnd an eYtersive salvage effort: was made during eonstructinn 

of the dams. The results of this were pub-lished by 	J. I',. 	 Thdre 

are several other sites within the reservoirs that are being e7,:tensively 
looted by vandals at this time. There has been considerable advancement in 
the technology of archeological investigation since '.-:hcatis work and there 

will undoubtedly be more sophisticated techniques in the future. 

It is therefore considered imperative that at least some of the sites be 
preserved so that future archeologists can perform their work and correlate 
it with work done earlier by Wheat and others. Those sites that can not be 
preserved indefinitely could possibly be subjected to salvage activities 

Irmo 	 prior to releasing the area for further development. The mininum that should 
be done at this time would be to take immediate steps in p-.7oteeting the sides 
from further vandalism. 

Your effort in this regard would be sincerely appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 

;/. • 
L. lIcOlure 

Chairman 
Houston Archeology Society 
7720 Westview Drive 

WIday 

cc - SoUthwest 1:rChCO ioSl cal Gdflte• 	Giebe 
Corps of Engineers - Galveston 
State Arched:300.st - Austin 
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Newsletter of the 	 So?i:-.5ty„ 
December, 1971. 

Ty-ckoff, Don G.:  editor. Bulletin of the Oklahoma Anthropological 
Society. Vo11.- e 20 for 197]. 	OAS-, 1971. 

Hester, Thomas Roy and R. 	 "i;.dditional Data on the Eurial 
c es of 	 The_To?:.as 

Jour:tra of f., 	C 7:1C: 	 .77. 	̀2 (3 X. a 
( 	 4 	 ' - 	 er) „ 	 _ 

Hill, T. C. , Jr. and 	 Arch_.` c and late 
Prehistoric C07:57on?nt 	 Site (41ZV34), Southern. 
Texas", 	 of th. Pla.;--is Conference, 
1971. 	(.,:tepri,n4,-.: 

Jackson, A. T. nJi 3 Lyr 	f RC e rh I n 
the Social 	S 
University 

Newsletter of the Oklahoma Xnthropoloical Society, 20:1. 
Tor p an: OAS, 1972. 

, 	 - 	• "Texas Icrcheo7loFT" 	evu,le-c 	 , 10.1, 
. 	 c -0 : 	actual y , 

Peckham, Stewart. "Prehistoric ':.rea:-, ons in the Southwest", PcoularSer 

by 1,elanu 	-Patterson) 50 cen-t. 

Oakley, Kenneth P. 	tho 	 Chicao: University of Chicago 
Press, 1964. 	(DoLatod 

Deuel, Leo. Flights into Yeste...day. i:ew York: at. T::artint s Press, :1 969. 
38.95 

,  Robbins, Faurice, and Ti'ary B. icrvinfr er-si or 	 - 
Handbook• New York: T :71L: Y. Cre',-;C 11 Co T' 

HUM  e 	Ivor 	t 	 ( 	 l'=:71e:171- C!=it a e 
New YorK: 

.American  Artionity, Journ!..:11 	t 	c-c,7 for ;17:ericar,. 
37:1, pt. 1 ,jashington:  

Wheat, Joe Ben„ The 01sen-',.7;1y,lblmick Site: A T'lco--india:'.+ Bison Kill, 
2  

'Hi F5iringtioll, 1)C: 	'2% • 

Clewlow, 0. . , Jr.  andLe--„•i'4 ; K 	aTA Or, Additional Pro ct 	Points 
and Iithic Arti-rf,!_ct S 	O'v e '7" 	C ave 	rNr cl 

the UniVer571. -tv of Cali 	702: a Aroln.,-Ic.:oj.e,---°  -- 	 , 

Coon, CTleton S. and Ed.waT:'j 2, Hi._nt, Jr. (edf.tors). 
re Ze 	 Grosset 
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HOTJSION ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
Membership List Additions and Changes 

September, 1971 

IMO 

Applications Penlinal 
Howard J. Nickel 
10118 Chatterton 
Houston, Texas 77043 
465-069 
Patricia M. Solomon 
6685 Bayou GThn 
Houston, Texas 77027 
467-0273 

Address, Changes: 

Donald L. Wilkinson 
326 Skywood 
Houston, Texas 77090 
A. W. Morgan 
8208 Gulf Freeway, #2 
Houston, Texas 77017 

D. E. Salzar 
6021 Clover Ridge 
Houston, Texas 77017 
645-2589 
Thomas E. Cobb 
8951 Braesmont, #180 
Houston, Texas 77035 
665-5918 

The John E. Perry Family (6) 
2810 Colonial Drive 
Dickinson, Texas 77539 
534-3051 

H. Mewhinney 
Route 3, Box 307-A 
Cleveland, Texas 77327 
Robert V. Dorr 
711 South Richey, #31 
Pasadena, Texas 77502 
Jay Sharp 
927 Hackberry 
La Porte, Texas 77571 
471-2888 
Re-instatement:  
James H. McPhail 
235 Tamerlaine 
Houston, Texas 77024 


