SR

T AL R TGN A

S SUNCIRN

TSRERTE Bt L 3

oy T,

i
’ 8 m
N N :
o P LN
ad L I
hod
S
i

o

PRI KT SR BT

&

T TR MO e LAY TR T T T BV




I i ’ .
f 7 [

N L3S . It a1 €
Offdicers 197172

suinatios
T s 70 Uy 3
darch - 19 /e - had

April - 1972 -

€573




-

—

2

To the members of the Houston Archeological Society from Chairman W. L.
McClure. .

On various occasions we have discussed the goals, aims, objectives and
function of H.A.S. The following has been drafted in order to stimulate
thought and discussion among the membership. Please read and discuss with
one another and pass your comments on to the Board either in writing or

at the monthly meetings. Your contribution is needed.

HOUSTON ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY STATEMENT OF POSITION:

The expenditure of time, energy and other resources on any endeavor can be
justified only if it can produce a desirable result.

The activity involved in archeology invariably destroys the subject of the
investigation. As there are no new prehistoric sites being created, the
archeological resources are non-renewable. This makes it even more critical
to determine that the activity conducted at a site produces a benefit that
outweighs the destruction.

The paramount objective for the pursuit of the science of archeology is to
produce information that is of value to humanity. Knowledge of prehistoric
man's adaptation to his environment ostensibly will aid modern man to relate
to the environment more successfully than could be possible without the
knowledge. If this premise is incorrect there is no justification for any
archeological activity.

With the above objective in mind, the primary goal of the Houston Archeological
Society is to perform those functions that will result in the long-term pro-
duction of the greatest possible amount of information relating to the earlier
occupants of the Upper Texas Coast.

(1) A continual enhancement of the archeological knowledge and skills of
members of HAS is to be encouraged. It is only through education that
the other aims of the Society can be effected. The following phases of
an educational program are minimal:

A. Provide monthly programs

B. Publish professional and sub-professional papers

C. Circulate notices of activities of HAS and others

D. Conduct school of basic archeology including classroom, field and lab.
"E. Provide minimal list of "required reading"

F. Prepare vocabulary of terms

G. Sponsor annual meeting

(2) Locating, mapping and recording as many sites as possible is to be accom=-
plished. Biological and geological data are important parts of the record
of the site. The information gained from site surveying will aid in determi-
ning which sites are in danger of being destroyed, which should be preserved
and which should be investigated scientifically. Geographic distribution
of sites gives some clues to¢ prehistoric activity patterns.

(3) The absolute preservation of representative sites or portions thereof is
to be attempted. The methods utilized in archeological investigations are
continually changing with the technological advances of modern civilization.
This change will continue during the entire period of occupation of the
globe by civilized man. These sites must be available for future generations
of investigators utilizing techniques undreamed of today.
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(4 The HAS should provide assistance to ogists. The know-
. ledge of the area and contact snowld be useful. Time and
o~ labor are two cther resouvrces should make available te the
professionals. This may be part 2] for salvage operat:ons.
[ ]

(5) The professional archeologists ahoala be encouraged to publish and other-

wise make available the results of all projects, both past and future.
—

(6) An increased awareness by the gonersl il the impertance of prehistory
is to be promoied. £ is only trica;f he ind cce of the major*tv and
the support of some of the public that the objectives of archicology can be

- achieved., A y,yLTar account of arvcheoliogy b Upper Iexas Coast should
be published. Exhibits for public ' 1d be prepared.
— (7N The collection of artifacts is to be discovraged unless it is accomwl*ﬁbed
in a scientific manner. The assombl coilection of chjects is apparently
‘ a long-stancing cultural trait of ma: The pernonal satisfaction gained
- by collecting artifacts is understandable znd not to be completely condemned.
If such collections leads the individuzl bo a Letters appreciation of past
cultures and pror uces an aware and concerned citizen then a net gain may be
| the result. The collection may lead others to become involved in a positive
= way.
P /AN | L
A ;
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SITE SURVEY QOF IAKE LIVINGSTON STATE PAPK

~’ On Morch 11, 1272, twenty meabers UL o405, v on iwhe site of the preposed
= State Park on the east bank ot Lake Livingston. Alten Briggs. State Salvoge
Archeclogist, led the group in a site survey of the property. The leaf litter
and the briars hindered the work. However, it was determined that the prin-
R cipal activity conducted in the area todoy is fishiug and the principal cul-

tural debris is a vast assemblage of beverage contaziners. Perhaps similar
associations shculd be investigated in prehist G $
ot Two prehistoric sites were locatzd. Doth ar idges. One was appar-
ently a chipping station as the only artifacts on the surface were lithic
cores and flakes. The other site was bhenecat late 19th century
historic site. A few sherds of pottery, at 1 ene dart point and other
i

rast
lithic material was found. A mussel shell widden was being eroded into the

,_.
1

lake.

An extra bonus of the trip was a Pigmy Meouse, Daiomye taylori, which was
b found cccupying a discarded becor can. It hed not been previously reported

from Polk County. Its preferred food item is June Bugs.
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Subject:

Secretary of Interi

C. B. Morton

or

Addicks & Barker Eesc
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Houston, Texas:
April 3, 1972
eservoirs Developmant

Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

On March 26

It is requested that

be given conside

Therc is considerable evider
axtrensive
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lootcd by vandal
the technology o
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It is therefore considered impe
preserved so that future archeo
it with work done earlier by
preserved indefinitely could gocszblv be
prior to releasing the area for further
be done at this time would be tc take
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archeclogical investigation si
will undoubtedly be more sophisticated techniques

from further vandalism,

Your effort in this regard would
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1972 the Houstecn Post ran a
development of the Addicks and Barker Resecrvoirs in Harris

the archeol
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within the rescrvoirs that zre bﬂinﬁ
There has been considerable

Loologic
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of a prehistoric settlement within
srlvace effort was made during

ne

nce hne;t’s work and

in the future.
rative that at lesst scome cf the sites b
ologists can perferm thcinr work and corre
Wheat and others, Those sites that can no
subjected to salvage activinie
aevelopment. The mininum chat
immediate steps in protecting the
be sincerely appreciated.
Yours very truly,
//v’ i .
Wo L. Meflure e
Chairman
Houston Archeolo ) o
v Dris
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HOUSTON ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Membership List Additions and Changes
September, 1971

Applications Pending:

Howard J. Nickel
10118 Chatterton
Houston, Texas 77043
465-0619

Patricia M, Solcmon
6685 Bayou G
Houston, Texzs 77027
4670273

-
F..an

Address Changes:

Conald L, Wilkinson
3256 Skywocd

Houston, Texas 77090
A. W. Morgan

8208 Gulf Freeway, #2
douston, Texas 77017

D. E. Salzar

6021 Clover Ridge
Bouston, Texas 77017
645-2589

Thomas E, Cobb

8951 Braesmont, #180
Houston, Texas 77035
665-5918

The John E. Perry Family (5)

2810 Colonial Drive
Dickinson, Texas 77539
534.3351

H. Mewhinney
Route 3, Box 307-A
Cleveland, Texas 77327

Robert V. Dorr
711 South Richey, #31
Pasadena, Texas 77502

Jay Sharp

927 Hackberry

La Porte, Texas 77571
471-2888

Re-instatement:
James H. McPhail

235 Tamerlaine
Houston, Texas 77024



