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Houston Archeological Society Meeting, ThursdayAugust 21,2025, 6:00 p.m. at the Trini Mendenhall Community Center
Update on the Pine Ridge Preceramic Project 2025 Field Season in Beligeaturing Mike McBride

The ongoing research of the Pine Ridge Preceramic Project (PRP)
| continued with a threweek field season in Majune 2025.
Miami Controlled excavations and shovel testing broadened the research
area with sampling data for more extensive geoarchaeological
analysis. Collaborating with local workers and their private
collections,dozens of new Paleoindian and Archaic Period artifacts
“Vgigau-Prince werecatalogied Developed by Dr. Jon Lohse and Mike McBride
B T = 2023 theproject focusson the Preceramic period at August Pine
Ridge (APR) in Belizebs Orange
artifacts had been previously published, the area has been unstudied
by archaeologists. The APR village is located on a sandy ridge
dy?""’“jﬁv B landform that is ver poorly suited for agriculture. Perhaps as a
B result, no permanent Maya occupations are known here. However,
sand quarrying activities have unearthed an astonishing quantity and
variety of artifacts representing Paleoindian and Archaic periods.
Occasionalstone tools and pottery fragments indicate continued
Maya visitations, likely for resource extractld?rojectgoalsmvolve documenting materials that gmeesent andinderstanding what these
remains indicate regarding occupation histories in this region of Central America. During the 2023 and 2024 fieldtsedsamsecorded
dozens of biface specimens representing nearly all stages of fluted point manufacture, failure, rejuvenation, andstiiibeshd=Clovis
technologies indicate cultural interactions as early as 12,000 to 13,000 yea@naggty from South to North America. Newly documented
Late Paleoindian types indicattl expansivebut shrinking, spheres of cultural influences. Also present are dozens of Early Archaic specimens
representing different stages of Lowe point manufacture. Later Archaariatgpossibly inclu@ large numbers of ground stone bowls,
platters, mortars, and pestlesyd may indicate circurCaribbean movements. APfRay bethe most prolific Paleoindian site in Central
America, and ongoing and future research will provide important evidence for settlement histories for Belize and Ceitealefuieg up
to the appearance of settled villages around 1000 B.C.
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A lifelong Texan, Mike dedicated over forfive years to pharmacy practice an
management. He is the founder of Rx Partners Pharmacy, a specialty pharmacy compa
operations in San Antonio, Dallas, and Houston. He retired in 2018. Mike is a boab®me
of the Hill Country Archeological Association in Kerrville, Texas, having served as Presi
from 2017 to 2023. Previously, he was President and Board Chairman of the [
Archeological Society (206R2005), now merged with North Texas ArcheologiBalciety.
Mike is also on the Board of Directors of the Gault School for Archaeological Rese
Currently, he is Principal Il nvestigato
County, focusing on Paleoindian Period occupations at the site. He has previously &
Principal Investigator for archaeological field projects in Dallas, Kerr, andgpikk Counties. g
He is a cedeveloper with Dr. Jon Lohse of the Pine Ridge Preceramic Project in Nort
Belize. PRPP research goals include recovery, dociati@m analysis, and curation o,
Paleoindian and Preceramic Period artifacts, which will greatly add to evidence of the ¢
human migrations in this region as well as throughout the AmeiSiase 1984, McBride whi
has been an ongoing independent researcher in Maya and Mesoamerican Studies focusing on lithic technologles andshedms froebli
ethnopharmacology of psychoactive agents in ancient Mesoamerican cultures. He has collaborated in field prej¥cisatathPeninsula,
Central Mexico, @atemala, and Belizavith research focusing on lithic technology and documentation and analysis of chert and obsidian
sources in Belize, the Yucatan Peninsula, and Central Mexico. Mike lives near the beautiful Pedernales River in Fregdretahunith

his wife, Connie.

This meeting will take place in person at the Trini Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 WistiRRtieel Spring Branch area of Houston. A
Zoom link will be provided for members who wish to attend virtualgr more information about this program or about the Houston
Archeological Society, please contact Bob Sewgtrasident@txhas.org

Images fromGault School of Archaeological Research See you in the field-rank Kozar, HAS Vice President
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Presi dent ©Bob3ded s age

Despite the summer heat, HAS members have been busy. Members are always welcon
to join us with lab work, working out in the field, and at our monthly meetings.

Laboratory Activities StartedLast month we commenced processing the artifacts that we
have been accumulating from our excavation projects. We started with artifacts from the
Lone Oak site. Frank Kozar kindly offered us his rear patio to set up oumgasthtion

and several of our members got to work. Apart fmmmost recentisit to the Lone Oak

site, we have now cleaned everything frtivat project The next phase is to categorize,
sort, tag and bag, and record the findings in a spreadsheetawerpboing that at the
Trini Mendenhall Community Center in one of their meeting rq@mse it is clean work.

We will then start to process artifacts from the other project sites
By i : TE

Center:The lab team at worlGeoff
Mills, Frank Kozar, Gail Peterkin,
Tracy Connell, and Annie English
Right: Artifacts drying in the sun

Lone OakSite - We visited the Lone Oak site on July 19, and one of our tasks was repairing the electric fencing. Cant
Scott and Jay Durel got to it straight away, successfully installing new electric wire to restore the electrical currel
Concurrently the rest of the crew continued work on the units. Sarah Prucha and Brittany Sumner came out to help us
well as several new folks, including Cherie Telker, Rick Hendrix, and Melanie Wilson. Although during this visit we really
only found debitage and a possible aleragveryone had a great time.

Left: Rick Hendrix (seated), Cheri Telke
(standing), Brittany Sumner, and Melani
Webster (kneeling).

Right: Sarah Prucha working in a unit.

Lab photographs by Bob Sewell.
Lone Oak photographs by Louis Hebert

= A / e

HAS Board of Directors Nominating Committeé&eptember will soon be here and that means the election of the HAS
Board for 20252026. Part of that process is the creation of a Nominating Committee. This year the committee consists
Larry Golden, Geoff Mills, and Beth Kennedy. They will be reaching out to potential candidates regarding serving on tl
Board. This slate will be presid at the August Monthly Meeting. Voting will take place via email/postal ballot and the
result will be announced at the Sapber Meetinglf you have any questions about the Houston Archeological Society,
please email me aresident@txhas.org
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Houston Archeological Society Monthly Meeting Minutes July 17, 2025

Welcome: Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.mi. Bob Sewell, President. Welcome to all attendees, including a few new
members. This meeting was held both in persanrally via Zoom.
Membership & Treasury i Louis Hebert, Treasurevlembership standst 156 members so far for 2025, includinglve
student members. The treasury funds are looking good.
Newsletteri Betsy Wittenmyer, Newsletter Editor. Thank you to those who have contributed articles to the newsletter. W
are always on the lookout for more articles or photos for upcoming newsletters. These can be related to any relevant tc
including projects, exaations, research, classes or academies, historical or educational trips, or any other interesti
experiences t haitd oyeosundddt |niekcee stsoa +ar Wated Btaesatated. Anyoneswishirg xoa s
contribute is invitedd contachewsletter@txhas.org
Nominating Committee i Bob Sewell, President. The nominating committee for the upcoming HAS board member
election will consist of Larry Golden, Beth Kennedy, and Geoff Mills. The proposed slate will be announced in Augus
voting will be conducted via email during August éeptember, and the results will be announced at the HAS Annual
Meeting in September.
Projectsi Bob Sewell, President.
1 Lone Oak(41CD168)
0 This site remains a great educational site for new members interested in trying their hand at excavation,
it continues to yield artifacts with every visit.
o Our next visit to this site will be on July 19
1 Goloby Site(41WL3)
0 Our last visit to this site was June 21, and we plan to return within the next few weeks.
1 Walnut Tree Hill Site
o Our last visit to this site was May 17, and we plan to make another visit soon.
1 Lab work has recently commencithank you to Vice President Frank Kozar for the use of his driveway and patio
for the washing of artifacts. Further lab wdrlincluding sorting, bagging, and tagging these artifactsll take
place at the Trini Mendenth&ommunity Center.
1 All three of our active siteBaveplanned upcoming visitand are still consistently yielding artifacts, and we have
lab activities planned as well. Members interested in participating in site visits or lab work may look out fo
invitations fromfielddirector@txhas.org

Recent Eventsi Bob Sewell, President. TAS Field School took place from Jur2112025,in Milam and Robertson
Counties. It consisted mostly of survey activities of Red Mountain (also known as Sugarloaf Mountain). HAS membe
who attended field school are encouraged to contribute something (anything from a few sentences or photos to a w
article) to our newsletter to showcase anything inter
Publications Editori We ar e pl eased to introduce our new Publ i cses
this role will be locating individuals to write articles for a potential journal that HAS would like to publish withinxthe ne
year. Members who are ingmted or know someone who may be interested in contributing to a journal or other publicatiol
are welcome to reach out poesident@txhas.org

Bill Moore i HAS is pleased to award a lifetime membership to Bill Moore, who is believed to be the only surviving
founding member of HAS, as he was present at our very first meeting in 1959. Mr. Moore is a retired professior
archeologist anvas until his retirement the owner and sole proprietor of Brazos Valley Research Associates (BVRA), &
archeological consulting business in Bryan, Texas. He is the author of several books, the most recent of which, enti
Arrow Points of Texas and its Borderlanags published in June of this year and is now available from Texas A&M
University Press.

August 2025 Monthly Meetingi Our next meeting will be held in August, bothgarson and virtually, and our speaker
will be Mike McBride of the Hill Country Archeological Association (HCAA).

Tonightdés presentation wil/ be conducted by Gary Pin
book,Bridles and Biscuits: Contraband Culture in Spanish East Téxdae available from Texas A&M University Press).
More information about Mr http®iganylpiekertomoord/s wor k can be f

The business meeting was concluded at 6:45 p.m.
Noah Newland, HAS Secretary

i
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Disastrous Flash Floods in Central Texas ~ Our Hearts Are Heavy

Flags are at hafftaff and our hearts are heavy in thftermathof the
catastrophic flash flooding in Central Texasluly. At least B7 people have
died,a greamanyof them childrenwith morevictims still missing across the
region. All of us have friends, colleagues, family members, and neighbors
affected by this tragedy. Thousands of personnel and volunteers from across
Texas, as well as from Mexicthe Czech Republid,ouisiana, and multiple
statesjoined the search and recovery effolgre current informatioicanbe

found atTexas Hill Country floods | The Texas Tribun&t that website,
readersmay sign up forThe Brief a daily newsletter covering the most
essential Texas news, antbke note ofhe following links: How to help
Texans affected by floanly; How to get recovery assistand&hat to do in
case of floodingHow to set up emergency alert$ow to get mental health

er.

The Houston Archeological Societgnd deepest sympathy to all our members, archeology colleagues, and fellow Texan
who have been impacted by this disaster. In particulaexeadheartfeltcondolenceso Houstonians who losbved ones
Wealsoexpress ouconcerrand supportor our friends at the Hill Country Archeological Association (HCAAKerrville

and the Crying Woman Ran¢h1KR754) who thankfullyare safe, but have suffered extensive property darivéagey of

our members have worked alongside HAS friend Mike McBride and other HCAA colleaghesCaying Woman Ranch

site, which is locateth western Kerr Countgn theNorth Fork of the Guadalupe River

In memory of those who perished, this photographic montage depicts gravesite sculptures of figures in mourning and An
of Grief in Houstonés historic Glenwood Cemetery.
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When Archeological Sitesare inthe Pathof Nat ur edés Wr at h
Frank Kozar

Kerr County, in the Texas Hill Country, has been in the news recently due to the horrific flash floods qr2028;that

left 137 residents and visitors dead asaimestill missing as of this writing. In western Kerr County, on a terrace above the
normally placid North Fork of the Guadalupe River, lies the Crying Woman Ranch (CWR), home to a significar
Paleoindian archaeological sitElKR754. Since July 2018, the Hill Country Archeological Association (HCAA) has been
excavating this mukcomponent site on private land, uncovering artifacts that span thousands of years ohistonan
Several members of the Houston Archeological Society have been fortunate enpagltifmate in excavations at CWR
over the past two years at the invitation of HCAA and
passed.

A drive to CWR on picturesque FM 1340 makes you very aware of the nature of the Guadalupe River valley on the Nc
Fork, as eight lowvater crossings ateaversedenroute to the site, and cell phone coverdigappearsnce past the town

of Hunt. When a hundregear flood strikes suddenly, people living or camping by the river have few relocation options,
especially at night.

Former HCAA president Mike McBride was able to make it to
the CWR site recent|yia roundabout back roadend reported
minor damage to the open units from flooding; most of their
equipment was salvageable, though several large pecan trees
toppled omothe terrace. In addition, HCAA had to retrieve their
artifact cache from the Riverside Nature Center in Kernpithie

g r o unediirsy space and lab. The Center was flooded waist
deep, but everything HCAA owned was salvaged and HCAA
members helped with cleap at the facility

Above left and right: Roadway to Hunt, Texas, before and after flooding, same location along FM 1340.
Below: HCAA moving salvaged artifacts into storage.

The site has yielded a diverse array of artifacts, including lithic tools, faunal remains of several animals, pottery, Ida
obsidian, and Arkansas quartz crystals. Over forty Si
point hae been recovered, with a radiocarkated bison bone indicating occupation as early as 10,600 years before
present, placing the site in the late Paleoindian period.
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Excavations have also revealed several rock heartlady liksed for cooking plants and meat, offering evidence of

Paleoindian culinary practices. These discoveries are significant, as few such features from this period have b

documented in Texas archaeology. The HCAA conducts weekly fieldwork and labimg¢aedsuring meticulous

documentation. Their work contributes valuable data t

our knowledge of ancient huntgatherers in the region.
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Above left: 8. Mary's Hall point (10,50@000 BP) Above right: Rock hearth.
Below left and right: Rock hearth before and after flooding.
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Above left and rightBackhoe trench before and after the flimod
Below left: Clear Ford gouge.

Below Right:Quartzlithic that isscored on both sidggossibly worn as pendantage unknown.
Photographs courtesy of Mike McBride, Frank Kozar, and Geoff Mills.

References: HCAA official Facebook page and HCAA Journal, Mike McBHERAA
FacebookCurrent Fieldwork Hill Country Archeological Association

Sending heartfelt wishes to all our friendgla Hill County Archeological Association
as they recover from the catastrophic floods.
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Images from the June TASField School

The Texas Archeological Society 2025 Field School took place Ji2teiidilam and Robertson Counties. HAS members

Annie English, John Swann, Noah Newland, and Louis Hebert participbltéslis always a worthwhile, remarkable
experience. HAS members are encour

I

aged to consider attending next summer!

¥
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Havingrecentlyreturned from the 2025 TAS Field Schoahich
took place at thé&rancheria Grande si@nd theConnor Swals K%
along the Camino Reah Milam County, | havehad a chance tofg
reflect on why it is always a memorable trip

A meeting fellow avocat: onall
be they seasoned or newbigds always great to chat with you;
fellow archeologistsreconnecting from previous field schools

Aexperiencing new archeological field settirmgour survey team
focused on the some of the swales present on the propdith
are ushaped linear depressionsrn bymany years of human an
animal activity

A enjoying great evening
and archeological themeSteven Gonzales presented
an excellent historical recap of the Camino Real de Los
Tejas while the great husband and wife duo Crankie
Suite entertained us with ahirty-minute bdad
recalling the history of the Camino Redéaturing
electric guitar riffs and richly illustrated paper scrolls
(over 150 &4 in length)

Above: Henan Roessler (left) and John Kisalus (right) shovel testin
alternate swald.eft: El Camino Real de los Tejas Crankie Suite isan e
low-tech expedition across time and Texas. Brian Beattie tells the ¢

in song while Valerie Fowler cranks the plot along in their homem:
crankie box. Val eri edsdpeamlpinexas
mel d with Brianods me |l odi e £amincc

Crankie Project Brian Beattie EI Camino Real de los Tejas Cranki
Suite sneak previeWwPhotographs by Louis Hebert.
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A si ght s ofaaiudeassauunake gour way %
across the shovel tesites a myriad of wildflowers
surrounded us as we conducted our shovel,te
including Drummond Phlox, Indian Blanket /&
Whitemouth Dayflower Spotted Horsemint and
some colorful and distinctive mushrooms

A the thrill of findi:n
despitenot uncoverng a single artifact during oul
first two days of shovel testing, our survey teg”
eventually was rewarded with the discovery of
ceramic fragment and other pOSSIble historitesths

Top Left: A bin containing two historical finds discovered on the Cedar Hill Nature
Preserve, Conner Property; a Spanish equestrian bridle rests underneath a lance point,
which had been previously unearthed using metal detectors. Lower Right: HAS Members
Annie English (center left) and John Swann (far right) are getting ready for day two of
field school alongside Team Leader Alejandro Ramirez (center right) and Violet DeLuna
(left). Lower left: Hernan Roessler (left) and John Kisalus (right) shovel testing

alternate swale.

Photographs by Louis Hebert.
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possible historical artifacts. Subsequent shovel test
this site validategeophysicahnomalies.

Below: Walking alongthe vestigeof the EI Camino }
Real.
e

o

S e s D
Photographs by Louis Hebert.

More Photographs from the Jur@25TAS Field Schoot Annie English

Here are the pictures | chose from the TAS Fisdool.

Above left: A quick photo after my first ever shovel test pit!
| was veryexcitedand happy, even though it was a negative
STP. Center: With Louis on our first day of Field School.
Above right: a fork found in a metal detecting test.

Below left: 1854 Seated Liberty Half Dime Coiaund onsite
with ametal deteéhg test.

7 A R
Photographs courtesy of Annie English.
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Update from CoBALT Archeology, Victoria, Texas

The Coastal Bend Archaeological Logistics Teaased in Victoriais working at the McNeill Ranch site (41VT141) in a
cooperative agreement with the landowner and the Museum of the Coastal Bend (MCB). While considered a signific
Paleoindian site41VT141 was also regularly occupied by more recent prehistoric cultures over thousands of years.

Excavation Day, June 6, 2028like, Ann, Matt, and Cameron worked
what is normally a very productive Archaic elevation and found a large
stemmed Clear Fork tool with asphaltum residue on the haft area that was
visible with the naked eye, a large crude preform that could be a
Guadalue tool preform, a broken hammerstone, and a utilized flake
scraper. Organics found in the unit included deery.ared mussel shell.
Frank, John, and Cameron continued work at the third level at our first
Paleo2X unit. They foutha hammerstonas well asmussel shell and
small mammal bone. In the north unit, Bill, Ann, and O.C. worked the
deep Paleoindian elevation below where a possible failed Clovis flute
attempt was found earlier. Mussshell, turtle clay balls, charcoal,
several utilized flake scrapers, and a thick percusitaded medial were
found. The medial was not part of the possmle Clovis flute failure proximal from the level above this one.

Excavation Day, June 20, 20ZBhe rain gauge was full, and the site is turning into a jungle. Therawastensivavall

fall on the north unit. A sunny, hot, and humid day greeted the excavation team. In the west unit, Mike and Roger comple
Level 2 which held some very nice Archaic tools they found last weelkiding a stemmed Clear Fork and a Guadalupe
Tool preform. They added a utilized flake scraper with a dulled edge before they completed the level. At the north unit
in a very deep Paleoirati elevation, Bill, Lori, Joe, Max, and O.C. found several interesting organic artifacts including a
turtle shell thumb scraper antlembled bone fragment that we could not identify. They also found a utilized flake perforator
with a heated and worn tip with micro flaking on both sides. In the west unit, Mike, Cameron, and Roger moved deepe
Level 3 and found two interesting orgamidifacts including a turtle shell fragment plus a deer metapodials bone tool
fragment W|th butcher marks, and a Wornvtmh duIIed edges on each side.

Turtle Shell Thumb Scraper, L 9, north uni

Unidentified, Tumbled Bone fragment?,

L-9, north unit




Excavation Day, June 27, 2025 the west unit, Roger, John, Emilio, and Cameron worked another productive Archaic
elevation, uncovering a massive Guadalupe Tool preform, a core fragment, and a preform distal broken during manufact
Clay balls, bone, fire cracked rock, and delstagere also discovered. In the north unit, Bill, Joe, Cameron, and O.C.
worked a very deep Paleo elevation that was essentially bedrock elevation. The digging encountered mdrdlimgwel
rock than dirt, including a colorfulariety of Texas Jasper. A few organics were foumcluding turtle, burnt turtle, and
bone. The most interesting artifact was a small, pesized abrading stone with multiple grooves found in the material
screen. Bill worked some wall fall c a ushaed wehlogt the domtextror a \
what was uncovered, because Bill found some interesting artifacts including a metate fragment, a preform failure, sev
utilized flake scrapers, a perforator, a mussel shell scraper, some turtle shell fragments, anceapegsiaimmerstone

with smoothed grip areas and a damaged tip.

Guadalupe Tool Preform, Distal & Core,
west unit, L-4
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METRIC 1

Abraiding Stone with Multiple Grooves, north unit,
bedrock elevation, L-10, Screen Find

l( Groove #1
Groove #2 LN

Mussel Shell Scraper, Wall Fall Excavation
Side A

Unmodiﬁed/(_\

Edge




Preform, north unit, overburden

Excavation Day, July 3, 2028Ve performed a major clearp of the site
and we did get a little excavating in before calling it quits. At the north
back at Paleol1X, Bill, Roger, Cameron, Lori, and Joe started a-heand
unit and worked overburden until we shut down for the day. They fou
preform only a few minutes to overburden and encountered lots
debitage, firecracked rock, land snails, and bone.

HAS members aralways welcome to join us at the site or in the lab.
archaeology lab at the Museum of the Coastal Bend is open to the pulb
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 ain2 p . m. Stop in
front desk for directions to the lab.

~ 0. C. Garza

All photographs are courtesy of O.C. Gargaurce CoBalt
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From the Texas Historical Commission
Download the Texas History Navigator
Une h Te x a ghéTexas histoey Navigator agpyour essential field companion for exploring more than

art
18, 000 historic sites and markers statewide! Whetpher
puts the statebs rich heritage at your fingertips.

- \ PLOT A COURSE THROUGH HISTORIC TEXAS

S99 DOWNLOAD THE

£: TEXAS HISTORY
* NAVIGATOR

1 Pinpoint archeological sites and other historic landmarks with-&f8led navigation
9 Dive into site histories and | istifen to audio tour
1 Plan research trips, fieldwork, or educational advenduedkfrom your mobiledevice.

Start discovering the stories, sites, and artifalbts shaped Texas archeology today. For more information] eseses
History Navigator | Texas Historical CommissimdDownload the App

Nominate aNotable Businessas a Texas Treasure

Since 2005, more than 700 Texas businesses have been honored for theistgsiidance with &' exas
Treasure Business Awarominate your longtime favorite today!
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JRI Archaeoastronomy and Celestial Geometry Conference: Understanding Ancient Astronomies
David H. Greenwald, President

The Jornada Research Institutg@RI1) studes the archaeological,
ethnohistoric, historic and natural resources of the northern
Chihuahuan Desert of Arizona, New Mexico, West Teaad
adjacent regions. JRI is committed to the protection and preservation
of these resourceso that current and future generations may benefit
from their research and educational values. JRI is represented by
researchers from broad backgroundfiowing the Institute to focus
on multidisciplinary approaches while sharing and engaging the public through a variety of educational and training
opportunitiesOn July 7 10, the Institute bsted the Archaeoastronomy and Celestial Geometry Conference: Unddirgjan
Ancient Astronomies. Thiymposiuntook place at the Convention Center in Ruidoso, New Mexico, yet another location
that recently suffered from substantial rainfall and flooding, but thatheringwas unaffected. JRI President Dave
Greenwald wagind enough to provide the following repatiout the event as well as an upcoming project

The conference was incredible with a great group of speakers who addabssit every avenue of astronomical
associations and cultural awareness. There were several outstanding presentations, but one by Alonso Mendez (CI
Maya from the Palenque area), whose comment about the arrival of maize in the Southwest particularly .stieck me
argued thaas maize was introdud¢o the Southwest, it domesticated the people who lived here; the people did not domesti
it. I had not thought about it that way, but he is absolutely correct. Over time, people became highly dependent ypon me
and here in Tularosa Canyon, people organized to maximize maize production through the construction of irrigation car
that were designed to drain wetlands to create extensive fields of arable soils. Eventually, they reached the absgjute car
capacityof the canyon, defined by exploiting all available water and arable lands, even building terraced agricultural fiel
on slopes above the floodplain and building a reservoir to supply water to the terraces. The drought af S@D3Rke@ly
caused the sgem to fail; we are still looking for the specific answer. After abandonment, no attempt was made to reset
or reuse the lower canypalthough the upper canyon was resettled afteADal100.

The organizational Sstructure of the canyowdésadmwistratger S
center represented by the largest great kiva in the canyon. It was located high on a ridge overlooking the canyorand iso
from habtation features, being large enough to seat perhaps 300 people on its encircling bench. Here, | believe they nr
administrative decisions relating to water allocation, scheduling wategnsassuring that each irrigation system received

a fair share oWvater. This is supported by the evidence we have found that each irrigation system was able to deliver we
to the next system through interlinked canals. Although each system had its own diversions, excess water from one sy
was delivered to the neahe downstream. This suggests that some hierarchical form of organization existed in an otherwi
egalitarian society.

The great kiva at Creekside Village served as the observatory to monitor both solar and lunar cycles, for both the ritual
agricultural cycle for the entire canyon. The eastern horizondemibas a horizon calendar to monitor specific days when
planting and harvesting should occur. It also allowed the prediction of upcoming: evesrsto plan for ritualgrepare
fields, clean canals and the reservoir, and otherwise prepare for another year of farming. Based on the ratio of maize t
other econmic plants recovered from the site, Creekside Village and probably the other villages served as a major hub
agricultural production, being one of a few locations in this part of southern New M&xsbTexas where intensive
agriculture could be practiced. The canyon likely served as one of the major bread baskets of the Southwest and beca
major trade area by ca. AD 700.

The next issue of American Archaeology (the magazine published by the Archaeological Conservamcoyjtauibn

article about Creekside Village and Tularosa Canyon. | just finished editing the article today. We conduct excavation
Creekside Village from about early November through May each year and then we move to a site in Ruidoso, which v
be my next focs . I'tés a huge puebl o, wunrecor ded sewvetrooimblo2zkd @2 w
perhapsthirty to seventyroons in eachtwo-story structureanddates from AD 120G 140Q when it was raided and
destroyed by fire. The question is, who did it? Plains Indians or neighbors? We are letting our excavation areas dry
following the big rain last Tuesday before getting back to work.
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