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Houston Archeological Society Meeting, ThursdayAugust 20, 2026 at 6:00 p.m ~ Virtual Only
Featuring Heather Para, PhD, New Mexico State University

Hello, HAS members The August monthly members meeting of the Houston Archeological Society wileldeon
Thursday, August 2@®026,at 600 p. m. Please note thalis will be a virtual meeting onlyA Zoomlink will be emaiked
to memberprior to the meeting date.

We will welcomeHAS member and friend, Heather PapaD, Quratorof the New Mexico State University Museum in
Las Cruces, Bw Mexico. HAS members will remember Dr. Para from past presentations to us when she held a simil:
position at the Museum of the Caaldend(MCB) in Victoria, Texas

Dr. Parawill present a case study in collector/museum collabora . - 4
Museumsthat curate and archivarchaeological assenaggs collaborate - 3 —

with the collectors and avocational archaeologists in their (réohst these ) 4 é
invaluable relationships are ofemnder appr eci at ed. > e 4445 s
relationship with the Museum of the Coastal Bend in Victoria present’__!,/'-‘“ : R
ideal case studyCollaboration withBirmingham, a Texas Archaeologice - L\

Steward and avocational archaeol P Yt h
since its inceptionAs he reaches age ningtile community has benefitte ‘
from hisinfluenceon boththe archaeology and archaeologists of the reg =Tl
for seven decades. ikspected authority on lithic identification asuglardent WE
advocate for responsible collection Bi r mi lasiing anchf@rgaching -
impact epitomizes such museum/collector collaborations.

'S

i Left: Birmingham at
the site o

Fort St. Louis Right: " .-.i ‘ * ;
Birmingham working oy _
in the lab at MCB. 30l
Photographs courtesyj

of Dr. Heather Para.

Dr. Heather Paraot only serves asu€ator of the New Mexico
State UniversityMuseum but shealso manages the Museum
Studies Graduate Certificate Program and teaches classes in the
. Anthropology Department at NMSU. Para holds a PhD from the
University of Wales Trinity StDavid. With more thanthirty
years of experience working in cultural and archaeological
museums P ar a 0 das prenaridyfocusetl onBritain,

' Greece, coastal Alaska, and Texsge hope you will all join us
virtually for this interesting lecturd=or more information about

. this program or about the Houston Archeological Society, please
contact Bob Sewell gresident@txhas.org

Frank Kozar, HAS Vic®resident
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Presi dent oBob3é¢edls age
HAS Members,

The Texas summer temperatures and rain have th&&moll on our excavation activities.

Our planned visit to the Goloby site was cancelled due to the heat and huRdigver,

we are now pursuing our commitment to outreach activities. Over the last month we have
participated in events at the Pasadena Public Library, where we spoke on archeology ar
what HAS does, and the Montgomery Memorial Library in Conroe, whereldalshow
andtell for visitors. The folks at the library said this was one of their-atehded
occasions. Also, we organized a display at the West Pearland Library Archeology Dig Day
along with about a dozen other groudany thanks to all the HAS members who assisted!

Above left: Mark
Frantz, Bob Sewell,
and Tracy Connell at
the Pasadena Library.
Above right: Don
Keyes on point at the
Montgomery County
Memorial Museum.
Below left: Adriana
Cardenas and
daughter at the West
Pearland Library.
Below right: John
Gorczyk and Nina
Diaz at the West
Pearland Library.
Photographs courtesy
of Bob Sewell.
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Next month on Saturday, September 12 will participate inNative American Heritage Day at the Jesse Jones Park and
Nature Center. HAS joined this last year and we are looking forwacdrtwibutingagain. As usuall will be asking
members for help with this one, ptease be checkingpur emails fronpresident@txhas.orgnd let me know if you are
interested in talkg part.

We have our Annual Meeting coming up in Septembed a slate of directors has been identifigdthe Nominating
Committee The names will be announced at the August monthly meeting, with voting taking place via email and the res
being announced at the September meeS8eg.you in the field

Bob Sewell, President
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Houston Archeological Society Monthly Meeting Minutes- July 16, 2026

Meeting started by Bob Sewell, president, HAS Welcome to existing and new members, and members
Membership - 154 members
Treasury - Funds are good
Next, HAS project activities were discussed:
1 HAS Annual Meetingseptembel 7, 2026
1 Appointment of new Board of Directors for 2026/2027
1 Nominating Committee appointeBeth Kennedy, Debbie Eller, Larry Goldétroposed slate to be announced at August
2026 meeting
1 Voting via email, results to be announce at September 2026 meeting
HAS has several active archaeological projects:
1 Walnut Tree Hill
0 Last visit Saturdayvay 16, 2026
o Potential hearths being investigated
0 2 x partial points recovered
1 Goloby
0 Visit onJuly11cancelled due to hedRecent heavy rains have also curtailed field activities. Might take a hiatus
for the rest of the summer to wait for conditions to improve.
0 Brush is being mowed
1 Lone Oak
0 Last visitApril 25, 2026
0 Another Angostura recovered
o All artifacts, except last 5 bagsave been processed
o0 Photos for report to be obtained
Outreach Activities - HAS has received several outreach requests:
i Pasadena Library System July2®26
1 Montgomery County Library System, July, 12026 Mont gomery County Library was
where over 50 people showed up.
Pearland Library July 18 2026
Native American Heritage, Jesse Jones ParkeSueyrl2, 2026
MCLS Genealogyi October, 2026
TAS Field School- Several HAS members participataicthe TAS field school this year, which was held at Presidio San
Xavier in Rockdale, Texasune 13hroughl6, 2026.
August HAS Monthly M eeting- August 20 2026. The speaker will be Dr. Heather RPaaacase study on museum
collaboration with avocational archeologists in Texas and Bill Birmingham of Victoria
Evening Program-Af t er t he pr ewspebkerAlaroSader LéthitaAnakyst and Principal Investigavdthe
Texas Fluted Point Survelgeganhis presentation ohhomas Hester, a wetinown Texas archaeologist who in 1967 wrote one
of the first syntheses of Paleoindian points istastiigex as f
legacy were discussed. John Gorczyk, HAS Secretary

N . N

We want to hear from YOU! As always, we welcome your comments and contributions
email tonewsletter@txhas.org Let us know about topics
suggestions about how we can improve. We invite and encoallddAS members and friend
to consider submitting conteriReport on academies, field school, site work, lectures, culi
heritage, accomplishments, favorite podcasts, reading links, recommended books, ac
endeavors, or public outread®end photos from an HAS or TAS adventure! What archeolo¢
artifact or historical event have you been researching? What interesting trips or exploratiol
you experienced recently? We hope that y
because a variety of articles help to make our newsletter more interesting. Your contributio
be any length: long, brief, a couple of paragraphs, or photographs with text. We can he
editing. Submissions for upcoming issues are requestect biftéenth of each month.
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~ Registration is Open for theT exasArcheological Society 97" Annual Meeting ~

Registration is open for the 97th Annual Meeting of the Texas
Archeological Society, Octobeii 2, 2026 in DentonWhether you're
planning to present your research, reconnect with colleagues, attend the
Friday Night Forum, oto simply enjoy a weekend immersed in Texas
archeology, we encourage you to register early and make your plans to
join us.
Symposia Abstracts Deadline - August 1, 2026 Symposium
organizers must submit their final symposium information and abstracts
by August 1.
Paper & Poster Abstracts Deadline August 15, 2026 Individual paper and poster abstracts must be received by August
15. Please send all symposium materials and paper/poster abstractsprograms@txarch.org
Register Today Registration information, conference details, lodging, speakers, and the latest meeting updates can all
found on the Annual Meeting webpag®egistration prices increase on September 18, so go ahead and registe
now: https://www.txarch.org/Annugileeting
We look forward to welcoming you to Denton this October for an outstanding meeting featuring exciting presentatior
special events, workshops, networking opportunities, and the chance to celebrate the rich archeological heritage of Te
See you in October!
Alexandra Younger, North Texas Archeological Sodeggident
Texas Archeological Sociedyth Annual Meeting Committee

-~ ~®> . _ Planto Join the TAS Annual Meeting ~Denton, Texas ~ Omber 2-4,206 . - < ® >

Taking placeatthe Gateway Center at the University of Nor;’ |
Texas in Dentorthe 2026 AnnuaWeeting will behosted by the 2 |
North Texas Archeological Society (NTA®)r. C. Reid Ferring
appears as the FridaveningPublic Forum speaker, sharin
insights from his long career of archeological research in N
Texas and the southern Plainghe Saturday evening banqus
. address will be delivered by Myles Miller, whose work in Te
archeology and interpretation haslheed br i ng

archeological heritage to a wide audience. Learn moféA&t
Annual Meeting
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- ‘\,((* . )\/ ~ "'CALL FOR PAPERS"‘ - ’\{(‘ . )‘W\-/“ ~

Abstracts and creative ideas are sought for papers, symposia, workshops, panel discussions, and posters to be prese
theTexas Archeological Society 97th Annual Meeting, Octobéy 2026, at the University of North Texas in DentbAS
encourages presentations by avocational, student, academic, and professional arché&agesnbers on any topic of
archeological interest. The organizing committee is planning for a series of regional and topical syxiipmeisenters

must be TAS members and be registered for the meeting. Papers will be linfiitieeioninutes, aconstrainthat will be
strictly enforced. Members are encouraged to consider poster presentations as an alternative to papers. Poster presen
can effectively convey visual, graphic, and quantitative information, and generally reach a larger audiencepiyaersral
Posters will be walmounted, so no easels or rigid backing materials will be necessary. Appropriate mounting adhesiv
will be provided at the venue. Other presentation formats such as panel discussions, demonstrations, and workshops
be propsed fortheapprovalbf the Program G&hairs and Annual Meeting organizeBstbmit all abstracts as files attached

to emaik. Abstracts must include the following information: Paper/Symposium/Poster (indicate one); Title; Author(s) an
Affiliation(s); and Abstract for each presentation (150 words maximum). Meeting rooms will be equipped with projector
and laptop computers; atidnal audiovisual needs may be accommodated given prior notice. Contact the Program Cc
Chairs Christopher Goodmaster and Jimmy Barreii#h) any questionsatam-programs@txarch.org
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Update from Alan Slade, Lithic Analyst and Principal Investigator, Texas Fluted Point Survey

~ Announcementfrom HAS Member Alan Slade-
The current Texas Fluted Point Survey database is now availabtis://texasflutedpointsurvey.org/currerdatabase/

Left: Authentic Texas- \ "5 .
The Heritage Magazine of . N I Texas Fluted

Texas Right:: Texas - Point Survey
Fluted Point Survey f o

We enjoyed hearing from AlaBladeat our July meeting, and we appreciate his diligent work researching, gathering, documenting, an
making available this important informatiofhe Texas Fluted Point Survey an ongoing research initiative conducted3ade that

is dedicated to documenting and analyzing Paleoindian fluted projectile points across the state of Texas. By compilimyg data f
collectors, researchers, and field investigations, the survey seeks to enhance understanding of early humam techupeitbtgy, and
mobility during the late Pleistocene. This collaborative effort contributes to broader archaeological research on theheditists

of North AmericaWith more than 1,000 specimens across 178 counties in the state of Texas, this survey helps shed light on where
how the earliest Texans lived, the materials they used, and the tools theyOolet=ors, landowners, and community members play

a vital role in this work. By sharing information about artifacts in their care, participants contribute directly to oegeargh that
benefits both Texas history and thk@ader understanding of Paleoindian life across the continent.

If you are aware of a point that should be recorded, ptEaspletea form atSubmit a Recordr contactAlan.Slade @austin.utexas.edu
or TexasFlutedPointSurvey@gmail.coBoure: https://texasflutedpointsurvey.org/curratdtabase/

e

Archaeological Institute of America Updatesi Call for Papers andCall for Editorial Assistant

TheAlA 2027 Meetingakes placén Bostonfrom January 710, 2027 The Boston Matrriott Copley Place will
host the exhibit hall, all academic sessi@rg] most related events. The meetieginson Thursday, January

7, with the Opening Night Reception. Academic sessmramencd-riday, January 8and conclude on the
afternoon of Sunday, January QA will again offer the option of presenting-person oremotelyandwill

host a number of hybrid sessions for virtual attend€el.for Papers - online submissioiis now available.
Monday, August 4, and Monday, August 18, 2025Deadlinefor workshops, open session paper and posters
submissions, and any provisionally accepted colloquia and workshops that are resubfmiitiag,
November 1, 2025 Deadline for Lightning Session and Roundtable submissioftse Annual Meeting
Committee encourages the submission of organized sessions, papers, or posters that explore approaches to heritageraibaMedi
and surrounding lands. The region has seen growing interest in how societies today have inherited and used thenpigsiityhand

its material remains inform relationships in the present, and how archaeologists can contribute to the value and piefstérgation
regiondés her it ag €alffooAppli¢atiohsu AmneericgreJauenal af tArichaeolegy Editorial Assistant, Part-Time:

This parttime contract position has a target start date of mid to late August 2026 to allow training overlap with the outgoiad) Editori
AssistantKey Responsibilities:Conduct preliminary assessmentngfv article submissionsorrespond with authors and reviewers
performcomprehensive techniceg¢views ofmanuscripts; forméng; see website for mor&equirements: Ph.D. in Mediterranean,
Classical, Near Eastern, or Egyptian archaeology or a related field; ability to work hybrid or remaeiplaryorganization and time
management skillsime commitment will vary (615 hours per week). Compensation will be $40 per hodA%A membership at the
Professional level and Annual Meeting registration. Applications must include a cover letter, resume, a writing sanhmel&aanelst
and contact information of three references, seaja@archaeological.ofyy August 3, 2026 For more complete and detailed job
responsibilitiesrequiremers, andinformation, seeCall for Applications | AJA
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Wh a tUp with Monte Verde?
John Gorczyk, PhD

Earlier this year, you may have seen a flurry of news articles about Monte VerelgerA studypublishedin the journal
Sciencehas drawn renewed attention to the Paleoindian site in the Lake District of southern Chile. In March, Dr. Toc
Surovell(University of Wyoming) and colleagues used several dating techniques, including radiocarbon and luminescer
dating of the strata below the archaeological depdsitrgue for a much later site occupation during the Middle Holocene
(ca. 8,2004,200 B.P.). Their claims, published $tience have caused quite a stir, both within professional circles and
among amateur archaeologists in online forums such as the r/Archaeology and r/AskAnthropology subreddits, where pe
can have their questions answered by vetted experts in the field.

At the heart of the controversy is nothing less than Mo

Verdebés main claim to f on
verified Late Pleistocene site in South America, dating

roughly 14,500 B.P. The site has stood for difgr years

as evidence not only for pi@lovis peoples in the

Americas, but for a much earlier occupation of t
continent than was originally believed. Such early date#

initially migrated into North Ameda during the Last
Gl aci al Ma x i mum, al so i
model of the peopling of the Americas, where groups.

Surovell and colleagues is the presence of a-cetd
tephra (ash layer) overlying the Monte Verde Il (MV |
component. This tephra dates to ca. 11,000 B.P. an
deposited over late Pleistoceneeap that containe
decaying wood. As the stream channel cut into the gro,
surface, this late Pleistocene wood was carried down | -
the streambed, where later the archaeological matef

from MV Il accumulated. In essence, the authors ar¢
that the wod that was originally selected for radiocarbq @
dating was not associated with the inhabitants of MV AN - :
but rather the result of nglnthropogenic Quaternar! An aerial view of the of the Monte Verde archaeological site in southernZ2@8 photograph released on

. . March 18, 2026. Todd Surovefia REUTERShttps://english.aawsat.com/culture/52533tddy-suggests
Shaplng of the river Va"ey_ youngeragemonteverde Fair Use PolicySourcedby Betsy Wittenmyet HAS Newsletter Editar

In early May, numerous researchers, including the original excavator of Monte Verddillehay, publishednumerous
rebuttals n t he articlebs eLetters section. Among their cr
the stratigraphic deposits that produced the early radiocarbon dates in the first place, relying instead on materials f
elsewhere intte stream channel. Worse yet, the authors claim that Surovell et al. created a new stratigraphic horizon
attempted to overlay it onto the MV Il stratum, a method that makes it difficult to directly compare the two strata. And wh
about the redepositeebod and archaeological materials brought into association not by human activity, but rather by fluvie
processes? Dillehay et al. claim that the woody remains found in MV Il cannot be redeposited because they do not exi
the upper levels of the teoa In fact, paleoenvironmental reconstructions at the MV 1l site and its surroundings indicate
landscape of sparse, shrubby vegetéiimficating that the logs and tree limbs found at the site had to be carried there by
its human inhabitants.
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If true, these are major interpretive and methodological errors. Surovell et al. have not yet offered a response to tf
researchers o f or now, it seems the controversy has been s
up, and Monte Verde retains its integrity as a@lavis site. But in the halls of the internet, some people have already
begun to sound thalarm that this study represents a renewed attempt to revive the-fitstvibeory by knocking down

one of the foundational pillars of the pBdovis edifice. And in fact, Surovell haxpressed skepticisof pre-Clovis sites

in the past. Whether he and his colleagues went into the study at Monte Verde trying to achieve a predetermined outce
as some in archaeology forums online have suggested uncl ear, and it doesndt appe
any preClovis supporters, if there are even any left.

Of course, even if the earlier Monte Verde dates were ultimately thrown out, the evidence is still mountingkovipre
cultures in the Americas. In South America, sites sucArasyo Secoand Huaca Prietacontain evidence for human
habitation before 14,000 B.P. Here in central Texas dbthatsite, stratified deposits underlying those containing Clovis
points suggest that people were visiting the site earlier. And, of course, there are the spectaculaofréosaitised
footprints at White Sands National PamikiNew Mexico, which potentially date to 22,000 B.P.

However the dust ultimately settles from the debate over the Monte Verde dates, it seems almost certain that people
here prior to Clovis. Clovis represented an unprecedented and rapid expansion of people across North America, althou
the end it wa a shoHived phenomenon. The peopling of the Americas is a fascinating subject, in part because there is s
so much we dondét know.

Further readinghttps://fundacionmonteverde.cl/repositoriottps://hakaimagazine.com/features/encounigtis-the-maverickarchaeologisof-the-
americas/https://archive.archaeology.org/online/features/clovis/fiedel;htttps://gaultfilm.com/news/20206-01-interviewswith-tom-stafford
tom-dillehayjill -patton/ https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/mewederedated https://archaeology.org/peopliftbe-americas
monteverde/american-the-beginning; https://www.researchgate.net/publication/245495854 Mdfdede Confusion _and Contradictions

~ e

Remember thatOctober is Texas Archeology Month Time to Order Outreach Supplies

For resources and evanformation aboutTexas Archeology Month (TAM) 2@2keep checkindexas Archeology Month
for updates.

Pinch Pot Kits Available: The ordering system for free kissopen on a first
come, first-servedbasis, so be sure to place your requests e@tigckthe ERIKILEE JUSCERIE ININEL] i

website for ordering links and details.

Order Outreach Materials Early: TAS recommends that you order thed MAJOR BATTLES

public outreach materialgarly. Materialsinclude the pinch pot kits, the S sldele talle
TAMazine, andbtherhandouts Home Page TAM; Outreach Materials | THC ‘ 4
Submit Your Events to the TAM Calendar. Pleasesubmit your planned TAM - ”«W'W o

5’,&a5 vaded
il

events through the Partner Porta
calendar and interactive map. Stay tuned for more updates, resource

opportunities
=W
> (¢
C/Og\g A
TE‘/\PVX O“T

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

A PROPERTY OWNER’S GUIDE TO
ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES

Examples of outreach materials available at E“LT“HES IN EUNFLIET

Archeology Public Outreach Materials ARCHEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS OF THE RED RIVER INDIAN WAR (1874-1875)
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Update from CoBALT Archeology, Victoria

The Coastal Bend Archeological Logistics Team, based in Victoria, has been working at the McNeill Ranch site (41VT14
in a cooperative agreement with the landowner and the Museum of the Coastal Bend (MCB). While considered a signific
Paleoindian site41VT141 was also regularly occupied by more recent prehistoric cultures over thousands of years.

We hope ar archeologyab will be operational in its new location on the Victoria College carbplee August Although
excavation work remains temporarily paused during the lab move, CoBALT volunteers continue to stay busy with artife
analysis, collections management, public outreach, and preparations for the next phase of research atd additioh,
CoBALT accessioned artifact collections from 41VT90 and 41VT15 into the Museum of the Coastal Bend collections. /
part of the accessioning process, artifacts are measured, identified, photographed, cataloged, and analyzed to
understandheir significance and what they contribute to the overall morphology and interpretation of eattiSite.
members are alwaysvited to join us.

Accessioning Burin spalls’and 1

possible tranchet flake, 41VT90 -

: * 'Possible Tréncﬁet :
Flake = '

Accessioning Artifacts from 41V T90

T Ha
06“‘4—:\\‘&'

HEIN IHI‘IIII HII{HH HIllIIH IIII‘IIII HII‘IIII lIII|lIII Illlillll Hll!llil T
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 iw

METRIC 1

Accessioning Artifacts from 41VT15

Accessioning Artifacts from 41VT15

T HI T e O
o e ) A T
T

All photographsabove and belowourtesy of OC. GarzaCoBalt Archeology cobaltarcheology.conMuseum of
the Coastal Bend
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Accessioning Artifacts from 41VT15
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We think the aboveartifact from a private collectioris a shell pendant or gorget fragment that was later modified or

repaired.The suspension hole strongly suggests it was worn. The decorative punctatioeseisioleornamental shell

work seen throughout the Southeast and Gulf Coast redimfertunately, the private collection presents with

provenience at alo thisalsocould be a historic tourist itemalthoughwe are inclined tdelieveit is prehistoricThoughts

and suggestions as to the itembs age and purpose are
~ 0. C. GarzaCoBALT Archeology
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Texas Archeological Society- Spring and Summer 2026 Events

Report on Academies

The Texas Archeological Society (TAS) convened three learning academies for its members this spring, stretching fron
Paso to Houston, with one stop in between.

The TAS Zooarcheology & Osteology Academy was held fronrle 28 to Mach 1 in the archeology lab at Rice
University. It was once again a very popular academy and a great learning experience for TAS members, led by F
professor Dr. Mary Prendergast and her team of assistants, along with guest speakers Dr. Manuel ERodngoiéRice
University, on Taphonomy) and Dr. Kristine Korzow (TAMU, on Ancient DNA & Biomolecular Zooarcheology). Subjects
covered included learning bone and tooth structure, anatomical terminologyahdamglers, and analyzing dentition and
mammallan crania. Basic human osteology Waseﬂsered

iy

‘?ROBOSCIDEA

M—ogs, other m

Above left:Participant in the TAS Zooarcheology & Osteology Academy. Right: A
mastodon tusk in the Rice University Archaeology Lab. Below left: Rice University
student assistantBhotographs by Frank Kozar.

The TAS Rock Art Academy on March 2P explored rock art
archeological sites at Hueco Tanks State P&@lassroom

' o y lectures were held at the El Paso Museum of Archeology under
the gwdance of mstructors Dr. Larry Loendorf, Dr. Charles Koeaingarcheologist Amanda Castaneda and Mark Willis.
Academy students learned to interpret and record rock artldA&swill welcomeAmandaas ourspeaker in November.

The TAS Archeology 101 Academy was held on Apriflin San Angelo at the Fort Concho National Historic Landmark
under the guidance of Dr. Jon Lohse, with assistance from the Concho Valley Archeological Society. This academy
scheduled every three ysaio educatenewcomers to archaeologypout propesite excavation techniques, screendiig
artifacts, site identificatiorandfield techniqueslnstruction takes place boti the classroom and the field.

Information aboulTAS Academie$eingscheduledor 2027as well as 2027 Field School informatiewil be publicized

at theTAS Annual Meeting irDctober Enrollment for these wefllanned and worthwhile opportunities fills quickly each
year, so it is wise to regularly check thaS websitefor 2027 dates, locations, and updates
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Field School 202&Report

Above: TAS Field School Site, June 2026. Photographs by Frank Kozar.

The Texas Archeological Society (TAS) held its anrftiald Shool from June 1:20 in Milam Countynear Rockdale,
Texas, at the site of tliresidio San Xavier de Gige@1MM18). Part ofthe San Xavier Missioromplexfoundedby the
Spanish {746-1755), the establishment eventually meriggdthe San Antonio an&an Sabanissions SMU archaeologist
Kathleen Gilmordirst discoveredhe presidio and mission sitesthe late 1960s, with over 8,000 artifacts recovered. Dr.
Tamra Walter of Texas Tech Universigd the current excavatipalong with some of her gradtestudents. The sitiges

six miles northwest of Rockdale in a pasture along the San Gabriel River, and conveniently next to the Apache Pass E
Center R/V parkwhich served as the field scham@mp site for the week.

Underhot and very humidonditions the soildeveloped int@ gumbo mix difficult to screen when wet. On our third day
of the excavation, nearfjve inches of rain fell overnight, leading to the cancellation of digging for the day. We resumed
excavationghe following daywith no further weather disruptions for the rest of the week.

Left: Opening a new unit.
Right: Excavations underway.
Photographs by Frank Kozar
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https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/san-francisco-xavier-de-gigedo-presidio
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/san-xavier-missions
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/travelspanishmissions/mission-santa-cruz-de-san-saba-and-presidio-san-luis-de-las-amarillas.htm

Above left: Lots of rain created our own reflecting poBklow left: Evening agenda in thamop pavilion
Below right: Youth section. Photographs by Frank Kozar.

In my unit in Block C, typical artifacts recoverettludedsmall lithic flakes,
butcheredanimal bones.centimetersized fragments of Spanish ceramics,
potterysherds and a large quantity of daub. Spanish missionao@smonly
useddaub (a thick, cemenlike mixture) as a plaster to fill in the walls of
temporary wooden structures. Other units, especially the youth section,
recovered numerous musket balls, scrap metal, belt buckladlints, French
faience,indigenouspottery, colonial glass, ornamentahklers lithics, and
blacksmithmade square nail

Houston Archeological Societyembers and friends attendimgludedGeoff
Mills, Beth Kennedy, Louis Hebert, John Swann, Garry Hartmann, Scoft Bier
Debbie Eller, Gus Costa, Clint Lacy, Tom Willianm®am Stranahanfrudy
Williams, and Sue Grosdt was another successfiield Schoolalthoughwe
wondét be revisiting the site again
locationnext June, budefinitive informatiorw o n 0 t be announce
at the TAS annual meeting in Denton.

Frank Kozar, HAS Vic®resident

Pam Stranahanadds that there was
lots of activity and she estimates
thatabout330 registeredeven with
the one rainout day, the site
revealedclear definition of activity
areas from the past.

Left: A scenic view at TAS Field
School Photograplsubmitted by
Trudy Williams .

All HAS members and friends
who attended a 2026 Academy or
the 2026 TAS Field School are
encouraged to submit photos from
your experience toThe Profile at
newsletter@txhas.org
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https://www.buildingconservation.com/articles/wattleanddaub/wattleanddaub.htm
https://collections.peabody.harvard.edu/objects/50864/copper-tinkle
mailto:newsletter@txhas.org
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Alamo Archaeology Church Preservation Updates

The Alamo is an active archaeological site with excavations supporting constant preservation of the Alamo Church
Long Barrack as well as construction associated withothgerangeAlamo Plan. For the past few years, visitors have had
daily opportunities to watch the team work, and they often witness artifact discoveries. Regular archaeology reports
posted aArchaeology and Conservation Updat€surtesy of The Alamo Trust, Inc.

June 15, 2026- Excavations continued at the Alamo Church in EUs 72, 80, 90 andAtfBaeologists reached an
approximate terminal depth of 100 cm below surface in-E2Jand 90. One surprise artifact, a complete metal bowl, was
encountered in EJ2. Excavations in EX100 reached an approximate depth of 80 cm below surface. Artifact types
recovered included construction materials, ceramics, metal objects, and glass. A fragmented toothbrush was encounte

-~
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Left: Complete bowl from ELF2. Right: Toothbrush fronEU-100. Alamo Archaeology Church Preservatiodune 15 | The AlamcCourtesy of The Alamo Trust, Inc.

June 22, 2026Excavations continued in EUs 80, 92, and 100-%Us located along the east wall of the Church. The soils
were indicative of a redeposition. The artifact types found within this unit include ceramic nggdals,and construction
materials.
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Left: Metal hardware from E{92. Center: Bottle fragment from E®2. Right: Ammunition fragment from EW00.Alamo Archaeology Church Preservatiogune 22
The Alamo Courtesy of The Alamo Trust, Inc.

Excavations were completed in ElOO last week. Archaeologists encountered the natural bedrock and reached a
approximate terminal depth of 110 cm below surface. Artifact types found within the unit include ceramic, metal, glas
construction materials, and ammunitidixcavations in ELBO reached an approximate depth of 70 cm below surface. The
artifact types found within this unit include construction materials, metal, ceramics, and glass.
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https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-15
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-22
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-22

Courtesy of The Alamo Trust, Inc.

June 29, 2026Excavations continued last week at the Alamo Church in EUs 79, 92, anixt@Vations in ELF9 began

last week and reached an approximate depth of 20 cm below surface. This unit is located on the northeast side of the A
Church. Immediately below sade and within the modern landscaping deposits archaeologists encountered a portion
the concrete alignment previously encountered in EUs 72, 90, and 100, and several utilities. This concrete is likely left c
from early 1900s construction. The artifygpes found within this unit include construction materials, metal, ceramics, and

glass

Left: EU-79 at approximately 20 cm below surface, photo facing north. Right:
EU-92 at 130 cm below surfagehoto facing wesBelow: Doll face fragment
from EU-92. Alamo Archaeology Church Preservatiodune 29 | The Alamo
Courtesy of The Alamo Trust, Inc.

Archaeologists in EL92 reached an approximate depth
130 cm below surface. Archaeologists encountered
documented the footing of the Church foundation,
observed no additional features. This unit had quite a b
cultural material including aehst two complete bottles an
a fragment from a ceramic dolixcavations started in EU
101 last week and reached an approximate depth of 8(
below surface. This unit is located on the southeast co L L AL T A e AL
of the Alamo Church and is adjacent to the old conc ov i
acequia. In the upper levels, archaeologists encounteoed —
utility conduits and the same concrete feature previo
documented in several units.

N A L B P IR
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https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-22
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-29

Left: Complete
bottle from EU92.
Right: Inkwell
from EU-92.
Alamo
Archaeology
Church
Preservation June
29 | The Alamo
Courtesy of The
Alamo Trust, Inc.
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Excavations started in EWO1 last week and reached an approximate d
of 80 cm below surface. This unit is located on the southeast corner ¢
Alamo Church and is adjacent to the old concrete acequia. In the
levels, archaeologists encounternad wtility conduits and the same concre
feature previously documented in several units.

July 6,2026- Excavationscontinued last week at the Alamo Church. E
79,73, 98, and 108 were active last week and EUs 92 and 101 comy <
excavation and final documentatidkrchaeologists started excavations : :

EU-73. This unit is located on the northeast side of the Alamo Ch s —_
Archaeologists reached an approximate degftt8B0 cm below surface SURFNERNURENEENL ANENRARNAUNENT oA
Immediately below surface and within the modern landscaping deposit archaeologists encountered a utility cond
Archaeologists continued excavations in EU 79 and reached an approximate depth of 90 cm below surface. Archaeolo
exposed more of the 1900s concrete alignment, and it appears to continue into the next level. Mixed soil deposits from
construction othe concrete are present. Cultural materials include a complete bottle and ceramic sherds.
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July 13, 2026
Excavations continued last week at

- the Alamo Church in EUs 73, 98,

and 108.Archaeologists continued

excavations in E¥3 and reached

an approximate depth of 90 cm
below surface. This unit has had
previous disturbances from utility

installations, as well as what may
be a redeposition of construction
fill as evidenced by the large

fragments of concrete. Although
the soil deposit indicates a mixed
context, archaeologists have found
interesting artifacts such as a clay
marble.

Above kft: Complete amber bottle from EU
79. Aboveright: European ceramic sherd from
EU-79. Alamo Archaeology Church
Preservation July 6 | The Alamo

Below left: Toy die from ELB1.

Below right:Clay marble from EL73. Alamo
Archaeology Church Preservatieduly 13 |
The Alamo Courtesy of The Alamo Trust,

Inc.
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https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-july-6
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-july-6
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-july-13
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-july-13
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-july-13
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-29
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-29
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-29
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-29
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-june-29

Left: Assortment ofrtifacts.Right: Glass bottles from EA98. Alamo Archaeology Church Preservatioduly 13 Courtesy of The Alamo Trust, Inc.

Archaeologists began excavations in-BUlast week. This unit is east of the Alamo Church and adjacent to two previously
completed excavation units. Archaeologists reached a depth of 30 cm below surface at the end of the week. These top |
are still within modern deposits. However, a small toy die made from a synthetic material was recovered from the lev
Excavations in EL98 reached an approximate depth of 110 cm below surface. Archaeologists have revealed the wall foo
with intact mortar. The soil deposits suggest previous disturbance, likely from the construction of the concrete foundat
east of theChurch. Archaeologists recovered hundreds of artifacts from the unit, including glass bottles, ceramics, anc
musket ballCourtesy of The Alamo Trust, Inc.

The Alamo Collection contains manuscriptbjects, and artwork spanning over 300 years of Alamo history. Explore the
artifact portal and come back often to see whatig atExplore the Collection

Tune in regularly t&tories Bigger Than Texas: The Alamo Pod@&026 Awardf Excellence winner of the American
Association for State and Local History's Leadership in History Awards, the most prestigious recognition for achieveme
in the preservation and interpretation of state and local hiSionye Al a mo dsshaPworbeverad dreviousveards

in both 2025 and 202f6r Podcast Series from a Cultuhastitution.

The Alamo's Archaeology Team Discovers Second Batilera Cannonball In Three Months

The Alamo's archaeology team has unearthresther fullyintact, solid cannonball that can be traced to the Battle of the
Alamo era. It is the second cannonball the team has discovered in three fifoctimnonball is maybe a onae-a-lifetime

- or in my case, a twiem-alifetime - discovery. It's really exciting," the Alamo's Director of Archaeology Dr. Tiffany
Lindley said. fi | t ' sThetiniiad caimenball wais exbavaied on tMaretttevdayrbéfate tlie 190th
anniversary of the worltamous Battle of the Alam@ndis made from solidbronze. This latest cannonball was unearthed
on June 2 and is made from solid iron. They were &agid in adjacenéxcavation units outside the northeast corner of
the Alamo Church, at approximately the same ddpthLindley described both units as clean deposit, meaning the layers
of soil over time are clearly visibléWhat that tells us is that they were in likely their original deposition," she "&ys.
whenever they were dropped, the very first tipessibly in 1836, probabit hey havendét been tou
what makes t hd&mAlamots arehaeslgygteaim s lcallaborating with other Alamo experts to determine the

cannonballssizesand origingi Though the cannonballs are of different
newest one is slightly larger and likely was fired from apgixind cannon,” the Alamo's Senior Researcher and Historian
Kolby Lanhamsaydi Th e | i k e Ithe bramze dne betongeditathe Mexican Army and the iron one belonged to the

Texans at ¥hilmadditprali anaysisois forthcoming, Lanham said based on soil layers documented by th
archaeology team and primary sources from the Mexican Army, he believes both cannonballs were used during the S
and Battle of the Alamd. The first one we found, I thought, therebd
190 years ago. And then fast forward just a couple of months, and we found a secéntt@ne. j ust a -ilhuge
alifetimedeal-b ut o b v i appesed twica," Lamlsam kaidourtesy of The Alamo Trust, Inc.

Pagel8


https://5164.lucideahost.com/argus/final/Portal/Default.aspx?lang=en-US
https://www.thealamo.org/podcast
https://tickets.thealamo.org/events/8cf2eb4c-a69d-4ab1-e9a1-17c807eb31af
https://tickets.thealamo.org/events/8cf2eb4c-a69d-4ab1-e9a1-17c807eb31af
https://www.thealamo.org/alamo-trust/pressroom/the-alamos-archaeology-team-discovers-battle-era-cannonball
https://www.thealamo.org/support/preservation/updates/alamo-archaeology-church-preservation-july-13

The two cannonballs side by side. The
left was dscovered on March 5, and
the right was discovered on June 2.
The Alamo's Archaeology Team
Discovers Second Battlera
Cannonball In Three Months | The
Alamo. Courtesy of The Alamo Trust,
Inc.
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HAS Reference Desk

What research on archeology, anthropology, paleontology, or history have you been readinc
lately?The HAS Reference desk seeks your suggestions about interesting archeology anc

€ i history newsandlink§¥ her eds | ots of historical rese
rocemrra s sxrran | B 271 place- check out these linkgArchaeologistaliscoversecondcannonbakfrom-the-battle
: SO 7 # of-thealamoandit-waslikely-fired-by-texansHi | | f ort i s &él argest
fn ! ¥ prehistoric IrelanpdAncient GreceRoman Curse Tablets | HISTOREatalogue of the 68

Competitive Designs for the Great Tower for London (1838 Truth of the Hindenburg
Disaster | HISTORY Off the Grid - Archaeology MagazineRemarkable Celtic Burial
Chamber In Riedlingen And The Artifacts Grave Robbers Never TAokient PagesThe
evolutionary history and unique genetic diversity of Indigenous Americans | Néthed

did dogs mean to the ancient Maya | National Geograptiity this mystery about the
ancient Americas has sparked an explosive debate | National Geogkoh&n remains
discovered beneath Houston roadway raise new questions about historic Black cemetery
Lost Ancient Cities We 0 AstakgtMusedm Hbtel Mdsgicn g
Norway's largest Viking hoard with 3,000 silver cqikkS. recognizes Republic of Texas
claims to disputed territorylrhe Lighthouse of Alexandria is Coming Back to [;ildow

Blue Jeans Began | HISTORraffiti's Origins and Role Across Millennia | HISTORY
Ancient Rompunn & nhacmaognee di scovered on ;Pomp
Badlands Geology and Paleontolpdychaeologists Discover Alexander The Great's Lost

Image: Albrecht Direr, Erasmus of Rotterdarat his desk,

Engraving, 1526The Metropolitan Museum of Art City After 2,000 YearsIndigenous accounting and exchange at Monte Sierpe Band of

Holes Traces of Texas Eyewitness Account of Santa Anna's first meeting with Sam
Houston after the Battle of San Jacirdochaeological mission in Oxyrhynchus has found Homer's 'lliad' inside a Rermanummy
Brazil's Ancient Whale Watcher§Vas Thi s Ody s s NMew DidcovBra ondthagahli0@Gyearold Indigenous village
uncovered near Sturgeon Lakeniversity of SaskatchewaReport on the 2022 excavations at Wogan Caveam hippos to Homo
sapiens: cave hidden beneath Pembr okeAg€britin: FiedingtioelrirstHomoesapiernst e
12,000YearOld Scraps of Elk Hide May B®&ldest Known Examples of Sewiniylassive Ancient City Hidden Beneath Turkey |
HISTORY; Wattle and Dauphttps://www.livescience.com/chemistry/extreitrgstatthatformedin-1945nuclearbombtestunlike-
anythingscientistshaveseen Unique Iron Age shield in LeicesteHigh-statusromanrwomanburiedin-leadcoffin-with-hairpins
andexoticresing Mysterious Underground Citieshttps://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/fountnsketeed-artagnan
dng Anci ent Eqgy pt pwduehaewsraom/2023(D4/expeditithsearchfor-ameliaearhartgplanepostponeeo-2026
https://amelia.prf.org/Tinkler/Dangler/Cone, National Museum of the American InpgMwpsterious Underground Cities
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https://www.thealamo.org/alamo-trust/pressroom/the-alamos-archaeology-team-discovers-second-battle-era-cannonball-in-three-months
https://www.thealamo.org/alamo-trust/pressroom/the-alamos-archaeology-team-discovers-second-battle-era-cannonball-in-three-months
https://www.thealamo.org/alamo-trust/pressroom/the-alamos-archaeology-team-discovers-second-battle-era-cannonball-in-three-months
https://www.thealamo.org/alamo-trust/pressroom/the-alamos-archaeology-team-discovers-second-battle-era-cannonball-in-three-months
https://www.livescience.com/archaeology/americas/its-a-huge-deal-archaeologists-discover-second-cannonball-from-the-battle-of-the-alamo-and-it-was-likely-fired-by-texans
https://www.livescience.com/archaeology/americas/its-a-huge-deal-archaeologists-discover-second-cannonball-from-the-battle-of-the-alamo-and-it-was-likely-fired-by-texans
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/hillfort-is-largest-nucleated-settlement-in-prehistoric-ireland/ar-AA1TNmk0?ocid=msedgntp&pc=DCTS&cvid=69c466930552480187d8b7d9da809f62&ei=35
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/hillfort-is-largest-nucleated-settlement-in-prehistoric-ireland/ar-AA1TNmk0?ocid=msedgntp&pc=DCTS&cvid=69c466930552480187d8b7d9da809f62&ei=35
https://www.history.com/articles/what-were-ancient-roman-curse-tablets?cmpid=email-hist-inside-history-2026-0506-05062026&om_rid=&~campaign=hist-inside-history-2026-0506
https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/catalogue-of-the-68-competitive-designs-for-the-great-tower-for-london-1890/
https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/catalogue-of-the-68-competitive-designs-for-the-great-tower-for-london-1890/
https://www.history.com/videos/the-truth-of-the-hindenburg-disaster?cmpid=email-hist-inside-history-2026-0506-05062026&om_rid=&~campaign=hist-inside-history-2026-0506
https://www.history.com/videos/the-truth-of-the-hindenburg-disaster?cmpid=email-hist-inside-history-2026-0506-05062026&om_rid=&~campaign=hist-inside-history-2026-0506
https://archaeology.org/department/off-the-grid/?utm_source=Archaeological+Institute+of+America&utm_campaign=e5b0653cd5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_04_28_08_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-e5b0653cd5-218789778&mc_cid=e5b0653cd5&mc_eid=b10f245f42
https://www.ancientpages.com/2026/04/02/celtic-burial-chamber-in-riedlingen-and-the-artifacts-grave-robbers-never-took/
https://www.ancientpages.com/2026/04/02/celtic-burial-chamber-in-riedlingen-and-the-artifacts-grave-robbers-never-took/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-10406-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-10406-w
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/ancient-maya-dogs-culture-trade?rid=3e08fcf8fd536373a2eea3839e72bbb2bffa4e2fbd9b617ff10342a4e026c051&cmpid=org%3Dngp%3A%3Amc%3Dcrm-email%3A%3Asrc%3Dngp%3A%3Acmp%3Deditorial%3A%3Aadd%3DDiscovery_20260430&hConversionEventId=-Foj7yPAUoTnEPi_BF-OUeFEsR_tXfQgJcwtgXlab
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/ancient-maya-dogs-culture-trade?rid=3e08fcf8fd536373a2eea3839e72bbb2bffa4e2fbd9b617ff10342a4e026c051&cmpid=org%3Dngp%3A%3Amc%3Dcrm-email%3A%3Asrc%3Dngp%3A%3Acmp%3Deditorial%3A%3Aadd%3DDiscovery_20260430&hConversionEventId=-Foj7yPAUoTnEPi_BF-OUeFEsR_tXfQgJcwtgXlab
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/stones-and-bones-first-americans?rid=3e08fcf8fd536373a2eea3839e72bbb2bffa4e2fbd9b617ff10342a4e026c051&cmpid=org%3Dngp%3A%3Amc%3Dcrm-email%3A%3Asrc%3Dngp%3A%3Acmp%3Deditorial%3A%3Aadd%3DDiscovery_20260430&hConversionEventId=-VAtRkK8rQ6TBnG8ySIkm
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