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EBAY AUCTION UNDERWAY TO BENEFIT TAS
By LindaGorski

Since we normally do not have a newsletter or a progr
to announce our speaker, but to announce an important project that is underway.

As most of you know, the 91Annual Meeting of the Texas Archeological Society scheduled for OctobemM&8/ember

1, 2020in Houston has been cancelled due to uncertain future effects of Colid49neeting is not just the annual
gathering of the archeological clan in Texas, it is algddilygest fundraiser for the socielty.order to offset some of the
financial shortfalls as a result of cancelling this meeting, the Local Arrangements Committee in Houston is running
online auction to raise funds we would have raised at the Annual Meeg 6 s S i Wewilltoe daingchts byglacing
items for auction on HA SBaysiteYou cair seesitendseva turrebtly haveyon &iotiondbg n
going toeBayand then in the search box typingS Auction 2020and our items shodlcome upLarry will list new items
every Sunday evening and that auction will run for a week, until the following Sunday evening.

Hereds how the auction works and how YOU can partici |

1. Larry Golden and Linda Gorski currently plan to run #&Bayauction each week until November 1 or as long as
they have items to auctiorarry will put three or four items on his site every Sunday around 7 p.m. That auction
will end the following Sunday. Then he will put three or four more items up for auttiath s wher e you
We need items to auction!

2. Please take photos of items you would like to offer to sell in this auction to benefit TAS. Smaller, quirky, interestin
easy to mail items are beginy Texascentric or western theme items sell especially wadind photos to
lindagorski@cs.conandgoldenlarry58@gmail.comThey will let you know if they think your item will sell on
eBay. If you have large or heavy items or boxes of books you might want to savedihia TAS Silent Auction
at our2021TAS Annual Meetingon October 21-24,2021 which will be held in Houston.

3. Once Linda and Larry receive your eBayaoditheyswil cantaceywow | |
and ask you to mail the item to Larry Goldéyou live far away (address to be provided) or arrange a reasonable
pick-up/dropoff placeftire locally.

4. Larry will list the item on hieBaysite for auction and the auction on that item will run for one week. Remember
that your items are being seen bwarldwide audienceso bidding can be fast arfdrious, and it can be very
profitable! Thewinning bidder will pay for the item and for shipping from Houston. Larry will do all the shipping.

5. TAS will incur absolutely no expenses for this auctitaut will receive all the profit. The donor (you) will receive
a receipt for the sale price of theciioned item(s) for your tax records.

6. Dondét forget that vy o WKeepinmind thacgéttist forifachily and frientisdor birthdayas !
and the holidayd/Ve have some really unique items to auctioAll!proceeds go to TAS!

As this nevsletter goes to press, we were three weeks into our Auction and have already mailed checks totalling ab
$1,300.00 to TASIf the LAC can make $200$400 a week on this auction for six months until November 1 (the last day
of the cancelled 2020 TAS nteeg) TAS will receive well over $6,000 from the auction! And if we get some regaltyl
items to auction!  wherdd | h eraeg s miudodnonymausepnomohas justlofierectt@rkatch
dollar for dollar what we raise up to $6,000!!So please participate in this auction in any way that you can.

The response to the auction so far has been nothing short of remarkable. Check out some of the photos attached to se
HAS members have supported thigoortant auction to benefit damportant causeRroceeds from this charitable auction
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will benefit the Texas Archeological Society in its efforts to promote scientific archeological exploration and research, tl
preservation of archeological materials and sitesptitdicationof asso@ted information, and public education and

outreach programs for both adults and children throughout the State of TEX&sis a norprofit organization with
501(c)(3) tax exempt status.)

If you have any questions about this auction please emalbl@orski atindagorski@cs.comThanks so much for your
support.

£os |

Dr. Carol McDavid, right, doatig

1! &% %
0 ] 2 o
e
. ¥
|
s
|
S |
AR |
: £ 8 &
| | ‘
: ;
%
£ !

Stained g|ass artist and HAS member Mary Needham has Author and historian Louis Aulbach has donated a Complete
donated three of hestainedglasscreations! autographed set of his paddling guides to the rivers of Texas
including the Pecos, the Devils and the Rio Grande and his

hiking guide to Big Bend Ranch State Park.

Author and hitorian Dr. Gregg Dimmick is donating autographed copies of his two books AND offering a guided group
tour of the Sea of Mud site in Wharton County.
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Bill Birmingham has donated one of
and handmade these two terrific his handmade draw trowelsimilar
scoops to use in the Field. to this one.

—

HAS member John Lumdttonated this
vintage cotton Sampling knife marked
fiSout hern Bagging C
Reach, Houston, Texas

HAS member Geoff Mills donated

e SN these two professionally framed 1800s
HAS member Jack Farrell has donated prints. The upper one is of New York

several southwestern inspired items City and if you look closely you can
inClUding this collection of five see the American ﬂag hanging from
beautiful handmade arrows with metal the bu||d|ng on the right and a parade
and flintpoints. of soldiers marching on the left. The

bottom print is a very old Birdseye
view of Washington DC. How that
City has changed!!!!

\ § ~

HAS member Betsy Wittenmyer has
donated this beautiful Mexican
sterling silver bracelet with seven
precious stone cabochons.

Professional Archeologist and TAS
member Lauren Miller with BGE
designed and made these beautiful
pieces of jewelry and donated them to
our auctio!

&
~

This interesting old padlock was
donated by HAS member Jack Farrell
and youol!l leBagaectioni t
soon.

We will update you on the status of future HAS monthly meetings in our next Profile.
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How are you spending your time during tli®VID-19 virus event? Most of us are
dutifully self-isolating, staying home and doing our best to flatten theecur

Many of us who ar e -wise havé dligefitlg practicedrsocalo n
distancing, mask wearing, glove wearing, andiselfation. | cannot tell you how much

| appreciate the consideration of others who, when in public places like the grocery
store or the post office, will wear a mask. Thank you!!!

However, many of our memizewho are in the health care profession like Dr. Liz CHgayen have worked
incredibly long hours taking care of those who are affected by the virus. Dr. Liz is a palliative care doctor and t
seen so many patients in local nursing homes desperatslthilihe disease. For several weeks, she herself was
guarantined after having been exposed to a patient with CQ9ID

HAS member Lt. Joshua Farrar who just received his PhD in archeologyféoas A & M University is also

an officer in the Texas National Guard. He is a member of tHeQ4drtermaster Company, an Airborne Aerial
Delivery Company. He was called to active duty on April ilBresponse to the CowtP virus to run Mobile
Testing teams in 26 counties in Texas including
manages 12 Testing Teams. Our area includes over 8 million people and incorporates 28% of the populatio
Texas. We have completed around 15,@3@st We test at drive through testing centers, in meat packing plants
and recently concluded testing in every nursing home in Harris County. | started orders on"Apithi8ders
ending May 18. Orders were extended to May*2dnd then June 4 Now there are talks of extending to July
315 | spent most of my days managing our supply lines, personnel management, and hotel reservations for
soldiers. | have a staff of 13 enlisted who | manage. | also work with the Texas Department of Emerger
Management and Emergency Management Task Force on a daily basis as well as TEEX personnel from the
school at Texas A & M. Ot her than that, I basic

Thanks to Liz, Josh and all the other healtte gaoviders and first responders for their service!

As you know, many of our events, activities, field projects and meetings have been cancelled since March ai
miss seeing everyone! However, | congratulate HAS members like Dub Crook, Bob SeweltlakcBeedy

who have kept our outreach programs going by giving online presentations to groups such as historical socie
and the Texas Master Naturalist groups. We even ran our quarterly HAS Board meeting via ZOOM eatrlier tl
mont h and a ltthdisamegd beingtogethersnmpérson, it sure was good seeing everyone healthy ¢
happy. |l candt wait until we can get beyond all
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Recording

In the meantime, please know that members of the HAS Board are trying to come upysitb p@sent virtual
programs to our members. Watch for emails in the next week or so about how you will be able to access H
programs via ZOOM and other online services. We have also been sharing information about online progre
that are being hostday other groups including San Felipe de Austin State Historic Site and the Fort Benc
Archeological Society on olfaceboolkpage atttps://www.facebook.com/groups/123659814324626

Until we aan finally get together again, stay safe, stay heaittgnd, please, wear a mask in public places!

________ o I
Houston Archeological Society
Monthly Meeting Minutes
May 14,2020

There was no MonthlyMeeting due to COVID-19 and thus nominutes
Beth Kennedy, Secretary
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A Wealth of Historical Information: City Directories
by Louis F. Aulbach

For those who do historical archeology, the recovery of an artifact that mentions the name @
local person can be a thrill. Now, you haveirgect connection to the site under excavation. But,
where do you go find the information about a local resident of a city like Houston in the 19t
century?

The census records are a good start, and the information is fairly reliable. Unfortunately, t
census is only compiled every ten years, and the 1890 census records were all destroyed in a
at the national archives storage facility. What do you do when you need information from tt
years in between the census years?

The solution for large citiesuch as Houston, is found in the city directories. The compilations
of personal data are generally updatedrmually, and the accuracy of the data is actually better
than that in the census records. A typical city directory record (in this case, fretouk®n City
Directory of 1889) looks like this:

City Directory-Morrison 1889
MORRISON & FOURMY'S [NOL]

276 [NIC]

Noble Zerviah M. (wid A. W.). r. w end Dallas, w of Bagby.

City Directory-Morrison 1889.
342 [SWE] MORRISON & FOURMY'S [TAL)

Szabo Alexander A., cotton gin and pickery, cor Montgomery ave,
Wood, r. 1 3 Dallas cor Fannin.

Szabo Eloise E. Miss, principal Taylor public school, h. Mrs. Z. M.
Noble. :

Noble Zerviah M. (wid A. W.), r. w end Dallas, w of Bagby.
On another page in the same directory, there is this entry:

Szabo Eloise E. Miss. principal Taylor public school, h. Mrs. Z. M. Noble.

Linda Gorski and | were preparing a presentation on the Kellum Noble House screening proje
done by the HAS a couple of years ago. We needed more precise information about the Nc
family and the house. By accessing the city directory we were able to filuch of the

information about Mrs. Noble and her granddaughter that was not readily available. The ci



directories for Houston are available online from the Houston Public Library, and application to
permits you to search the directory by key words.

As you can see in our example, a search for "Noble" produced a hit for Zerviah Noble as well
for her granddaughter Eloise Szabo who lived with her.

Once you become familiar with the city directory search tool, you can quickly build a profile o
information about your person. For more aspects of Houston's City Directories, check tl
Houston Public Library website:

https://cdm17006.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/search/collection/citydir/searchterm/city%20direc
ories/field/all/mode/all/conn/and/ordedsort/ad/asc

Historical research from your own computer has never been easier.

________ O--------

A TEA ALONG THE BRAZOS
SAN FELIPE de AUSTIN

Rarely do the small dime sizedestts recovered from shovel tests at San Felipe present themselves with th
opportunity for identification. The pictured shard with two deer was one of those rare opportunities. Identified c
the Transferware Collectorswkl ad Napel asnddMa8l ein
Fleeing with reference to his defeat in Russia. This tea set produced by Enoch Wood & Sons of Bursle
Staffordshirg18181846) consisted of a tea pot, tea bowl and cups, coffee pot, creamer and a sugar bawl. NoO ¢
plates were produced with this tea set. Most pieces seem to be crudely made as far as decoration is conce
with random blue streaks and spatters across the white. The reference to Napoleon could possibly date produ
to the 1820% 1830s, but nactual manufacturer dates are known.

One could only imagine a nice midday tea along the clear running Brazos in colonial Texas or that there wo
be timefor a tea or even the possibility of a clear running Brazos.

o it

Sherd found at San Felipe d Example ofi Ma n i npaerne Sugar bowhndtea(;ups h o wing T
Austin site Sl eighdo patte



Notes on Munitions
(What Came Before) the Minié Ball (Part 2)
By Tom Nuckols

Introduction

After the battle of the Alamo on March 6,1836Maxican citizen of San Antonio was pressed into service by
Santa Annaébés Mexican soldiers to carry the bodi
engaged in this task, he found a flintlock Kentucky Rifle lying in the ruins. The afleh overall length of sixty
inches, an octagonal (outside shape) barrel with a length offfeetinches and a barrel bore diameter of a little
over half an inch. The weight of the rifle was 8% pounds, with silver and brass fittings, and a curlyouaple
stock. The riflebs barrel was engraved with the
with the name AKETLANDO

The man snuck off with the rifle and later gave it away. After changing ownership several times ewsuihg
years, it was donated to the Alamo in 1947. It i
it is called the fADickert Rifled because it was

Jacob Dickert was born in Mainz, Germany in 1740, amddme to America in 1748. He was apprenticed to a
gunsmith in Lancaster, Pennsylvania in 1758, where he later established his own gun shop in 1762 and n
Kentucky Rifles. Dicke died in 1822.

Like many other American gunsmiths of his era, Dickertthachecessary skills to make his own flintlocks (the
lock not the gun). However, crafting them was so tonesuming that the locks were often purchased by
gunsmiths from people who specialized i nrtasédealock p 1
made by Thomas Ketland-{B16) of Birmingham, England.

Whether or not we believe that the Dickert rifle was used by a Texan in the battle of the Alamo is not importe
to this story about the Minié ball. What is important, however, istti@Dickert rifle represents the type of
guintessential firearm used by civilians before the American Civil War, the milozddang Kentucky Rifle (see
Figure 1).

The Kentucky Rifle

In the early 1700s, Jaeger (anglicized from the German word for hunter: jager) rifles were brought to Pennsylve
by German settlers. Jaeger rifles were heavy, short barrel hunting rifles, and the lead bullets they used were
size of a musket ball (séggure 2). Once in America, German immigrant gunsmiths began making a new type
of rifle based on the Jaeger design, but with modifications to fit the conditions of the New World.

These modifications, to name a few, consisted of wooden stocks madeoudy ohaple that were light, slender
and delicate in construction, as well as ornately decorated. The butt stock (the rear of the stock) had a deep cre
butt plate and a recess carved into the right side called the patch box. The patch box, eqthppédass lid,

was used for carrying supplies such as bullet patches, patch grease or extra gun flints. The barrel length

1To see a picture of the Dickert rifle, see Texas Monthly on lihéjad://www.texasmonthly.com/theulture/remembethe-long-rifle/.
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lengthened and octagonal in shape; a lengthened barrel gave the black gun powder more time to burn,
increasing bullet veloty and requiring less gun powder per shot. The sight radius (the distance between the re
sight and the front sight) was lengthened which made it easier to line up the sights for faster target acquisiti
And last, but not least, barrel bores were desgdavhich required the use of smaller bullets, usually .40 to .48
inches in diameter, so that more ammunition could be carried by settlers, explorers or hunters over vast distar

By 1730, these improvements had resulted in a rifle that was capabténgf & man size target at 200 yards
when used by an experienced rifleman. It would become the primary weapon of the frontiersmen. Although it t
its beginnings in Pennsylvania and was made otn o
for the eventual state by that name, but for the area in which it was widely used at the time, a vast wilderness
known awkéad€an the vernacular for fAKentucky. o0 The
the frontier was moving vet.

Kentucky Rifles were not mass produced. They were built one at a time. A skilled gunsmith working with &
apprentice could make approximately fifteen to thirty rifles a year, by’hApgrenticeship to a Kentucky rifle
gunsmith could last up to eigiiears and was usually onerous since there were many things to learn, includin
carving wooden stocks, casting brass, making and assembling flintlocks, forging metal barrels, rifling barrels, &
in some cases learning German.

English speaking youths wee often apprenticed to German speaking gunsmiths. In 1795, gunsmith Christiat
Klein offered an eightlollar reward in an ad in the September 16, issue dfdheaster Journafor the return

of his runaway apprentice John McCan. Klein stated inthe adthsic Can spoke fAboth En
English besto.

Whil e gunsmiths wusually made Kentucky rifles to
specifications.

To make loading a Kentucky rifle easier, bullets were smaller thapatiel's bore. For the bore's rifling to be
effective, bullets were wrapped in a greased cloth or leather patch. The patch acted as an intermediary betv
the bullet and rifling allowing the bullet to spin when a gun was fired.

The wor d A c aalternbire commomw @sage whert referring to the bullet size used in a Kentucky rifle.
There was no standard size to which a Kentucky rifle was bored. When a gunsmith made a Kentucky rifle,
also made a bullet mold to go along with it. The bullet mold hadhaber stamped on the handle of the mold that
indicated how many fballs to the poundod the rifl
rifle shot fAso many balls to the3poundo or it #dc

For exampt, an unfired spherical muzzeading bullet (Catalog #2157) was recovered at the Powell Site
(41FB269), a Texas Colonial era (c. 18X836) site in Fort Bend County excavated by the Houston
Archaeological Society in 1998000. The bullet exhibits a spraé& and mold seam, an indication that it was
mold made. It is slightly out of round and has a mean diameter of 0.484 inches. It has a grain (1/7000 of a pot

2 Research by this authbas failed to determine how many gunsmiths in America were making Kentucky rifle or the amount producec
However, the website, k Database of USA Gunmakers @tps://www.earmi.it/USA%20Gunmakers/K.htmlists those who
specifically made them, including Jacob Dickert.

3 The bore in a Kentucky rifle if subject to frequent use, would rust due to constant exposure to the weather or woutddwedo
corrosion caused by firing black gun powder. This caused the bore to enlarge requiring a thicker patch to wrap aroletathiebul
bull et mold would be ficherried outd t o -@alduttinglgitenthe preciseoshapd oé t

a specific bullet, and it was used for cutting the internal cavity of a bullet mold.


https://www.earmi.it/USA%20Gunmakers/K.html

weight of 152.7. 1 f you fAdo the mat h, pouydoBeariwmihd  f
however, that the added weight of the bulletds s
weight to the bullet, making the calculation slightly inaccurate. However, it is probably safe to say that if th
Powell Sie bullet was intended to be used in a Kentucky rifle, then that rifle fired at least 45 bullets to the pour

To further i1l lustrate the concept of dAballs to t|
Schalk (18241892) of Pottsvle, Pennsylvania, made Kentucky rifles. He also made a chart that shows the
number of spherical lead bullets that could be obtained from a pound of lead, based ondfastimth bullet

di ameters. Schal kds chart |causehs didanotpaveaan accuvate way to tveigh ¢
bullets at the time. A portion of his chart is reproduced below. The Powell site bullet, inserted in the chart,
depicted in red.

No. of ballsto | Measurement in
the pound decimals of an inch
38 491
40 485
44 474
45.84 484
48 463
Al t hough they were made up until the 1850"'"s, the
of the Kentucky rifle. At the beginning of the American Civil War, in 1861, volunteers from both the North anc
the South, showed up with Kentucky f | e s . These rifles were often r

arsenals reifled them to fire Mini¢ balls. Well into the #@entury, in rural areas of the Appalachian Mountains,
people still used the Kentucky rifle as a hunting weapon.

Figure 2. A Jaeger Rifle. Picture by Pinterest.
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Next month: Part 3, Loading the Kentucky Rifle.
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Archeo Corner: Neutron Activation Analysis

Wil son W. ADubo Cr ook, [ 11

Instrumental Neutron Activation AnalygisNAA), or more commonly referred to as Neutron Activation Analysis
(NAA), is another analytical method for determining trace element concentrations in a wide range of natural
mantmade materials. Samples are either whole or ground to a powder andd¢hpsutated in polyethylene and
packed into an irradiation capsule (see photo below). The sample capsules are then placed in the core of a nt
reactor.

The reactor produces neutrons which are used to bombard the sample. Irradiated elemantatmeisiemple
capture neutrons which then produces a radioactive isotope of the element. After irradiation, the newly produ:
radioactive nuclides begin to decay. The rate of decay of the elements of interest are measured by gamme
spectroscopy usinghighresolutiondetector, usually germanium. The percentage of the various elements in the
sample are calculated by comparison with standards usually irradiated along with the samples.

Beta Particle
Target Compound Radioactive

Nucleus
Nucleus Nucleus

®— O ® O
Product
Nucleus

Delayed

/

Incident
® Neutron Gamma Gamma

Frump

Process of Neutron Activation in creating a radioactive nucleus which emits gamma radiation which can be measure
using ahigh-resolutiongermanium detector.
Applications to Archeology
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Neutron Activation Analysis is used when detection of very low ley@st¢perbillion) of trace elements is
needed to identify a particular geologic source. In archeology, NAA has been utilized to identify clay outcroj
used to make pottery (in Texas it has been used very successfully to source many Caddo ceramicg)th€nowin
clay source can tell if a particular vessel was made locally or is the product of trade. NAA has also been use
source turquoise beads found in the American Southwest, notably at Chaco Canyon, New Mexico. The drawbe
of using NAA are the need f@ccess to a nuclear reactor and the process typically destroys the sample. Ev
when samples are not ground, the intense radiation often turns the material to a black powder. Where you t
abundant broken pottery sherds or, in the case of Chaco Camlgere you have nearly 500,000 pierces of
turquoise, this requirement is not a limiting factor. However, in sites where there are a limited number of sampl
archeologists are more concerned about sample destruction.

In addition to sample destruction, &rical costs for NAA can be expensive (roughly $300 or more per sample)

and the wait times for access to commercial reactors can be many months, even years. One of the most frequ
used commercial reactors is the Missouri University Research ReadtétRMocated in Columbia, Missouri.

Archeological samples being irradiated in the commercial reactor
at the University of Missouri in Columbia (MURR).
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